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ABSTRACT 

 

Saputra, Dendi. 2019. The correlation between students’ reading speed and reading 

comprehension of the sixth semester English education study program of universitas 

muhammadiyah Palembang. Thesis, English Education Study Program, Faculty of 

Teacher Training and Education, Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang. Advisors: 

(I) Prof. Dr. Indawan Syahri, S.Pd., M.Pd., and (II) Sri Hartati, S.Pd., M.Pd. 

 

Keywords: Correlation, Reading Speed, Reading Comprehension. 

 

The problem of this research was “is there any correlation between students’ reading 

speed and reading comprehension of the sixth semester student English education 

study program of Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang?”. Therefore, objective of 

this research was to investigate and describe the correlation between students’ 

reading speed and reading comprehension of the sixth semester English Education 

Study Program of Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang. This thesis used a 

descriptive method. The sample of this research was 41 students by using total 

sampling. The technique used to collect the data was reading speed test and reading 

comprehension test. Person product moment analysis was used to find out the 

correlation between two variables. The result showed that there is no significant 

correlation between students’ reading speed and reading comprehension with r = 

0,015 in two-tailed testing at 0,05 of significant level of 41 samples (r-table) = 

0,3008. It means that Ha accepted and Ho rejected and it is could be said that the 

correlation was not significant. 
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CHAPTER I 

 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapterpresents (1) background of the study, (2) problem of study, (3) 

limitation of the problem, (4) formulation of the problem, (5) objective of the study, 

(6) significance of the study, and (7) hypothesis of the study. 

 

I. Introduction 

1.1Background of the Study 

Reading is one of four skills that can influence students learning. Liu (2010) 

states that reading is considered by many teachers, textbook writers and language test 

constructors to be made up of different skills and components (p.153). The student 

learned new information and becomes more competent in their subject matters 

through reading. It means that if students want to know about something or they want 

to get information from the text, they must have the skill to comprehend them where 

they got skill reading. They want to able to read for comprehension and pleasure, for 

their career, and their study process. 

Reading is important for people or student when they know by reading books. 

By reading books, people could find manythings which happen inthe world. Like the 

students, they also could improvetheir insight and vocabulary in everyday life. When 

people do not like toread, it means that they like a blind of knowledge.According to 

Winarty (2017),there are a few people who donot like to read because they have 

weak motivation, they do not understand whatthey read, and the lack of vocabulary. 

They read slowly and they did not enjoy their reading. 

Furthermore, in English Language Education Study Program 

UniversitasMuhammadiyah Palembang, reading subject is the one subject matters 

which teach since the beginning of the semester until the fourth semester. They are 

Reading 1, Reading 2, Reading 3, and Extensive Reading. Students get different 

reading score because every student has a different ability in reading.  
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It is not easy for the students to comprehend the text when they have read in 

the reading practice. There are a lot of times for the students to understand the 

meaning of the text. According to Winarti (2017), “Speed reading helps the students 

to read and understand the text quickly and can save time”. 

According to Standley (2014) “Reading speed is the rate which a person reads 

the written text in a specific unit of time”. Reading speed is generally calculated by 

the number of words read per minute, and he estimated that a rate close to 250 words 

per minute reading speed of most people.  

When student learned speed reading, they not only finishing the text 

what they read with reading time but also students could understand the text. It is 

called reading comprehension. Reading comprehension means that how well 

students could understand the text and they catch the point of reading. Usually, to 

comprehend the text, students read the text word by word and they do one time or 

more. In reading comprehension, the student can comprehend the meaning of 

the text such as identify the main idea, identify specific information, find detail 

information, identify implied information, and conclusion. For students of 

Englisheducation study program, comprehend in reading affect their achievement in 

reading  

Students also has a different technique in learning the reading subject, 

Students who are visual learners also have a problem when learning to read. On the 

other hand, the student who has visual difficulty or other learning obstacles such as 

poor correspondence between hand and eye might find the process of learning to read 

frustrating, especially if being taught using traditional methods. Curiously, it has 

been discovered that reading speed come to enjoy the reading process far more than 

they did when they were struggling. The increased reading speed allows them to 

process information faster and that increases their ability to maintain interest and 

focus on the material. 

Reading speed has influenced the reading comprehension made by the 

students. The students reading speed also determines the students’ ability 

tocomprehend the text. They have a great influenced to success in learning the 
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reading skill. It can also give a positive or a negative effect on the students reading 

comprehension because all of the students have different reading speed. 

 When the observation was done by the researcher on February 27th, 2019, to 

forty-one students of sixth semester students of English Education Study Program of 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang,as the sample of all real situation,  in-class 

activity, it was found that almost all of the students said that reading speed ability is 

one of the abilities that have much influence on their reading achievement, because 

that ability made them more focus to get the information when they in exercising  of 

reading subject. The researcher is interested to find out whether or not there is a 

significant Correlation between students’ reading speed and reading comprehension 

of sixth semester English education study Program of Universitas Muhammadiyah 

Palembang. 

 

1.2 Problem of the Study  

Based on the general background stated, the problem on this research 

is “is there any correlation between students’ reading speed and reading 

comprehension of the sixth semester English Education Study Program of 

UniversitasMuhammadiyah Palembang in Academic Year 2018/2019?” 

 

1.3 Limitation of the problem 

In this research, the researcher has limited the problem only on the 

correlation between students’ reading speed and reading comprehension of 

the sixth semester of English education study program 

ofUniversitasMuhammadiyah Palembang in academic year 2018/2019. 

 

1.4 Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem stated, the researcher 

formulated the problem “is there any correlation between students’ reading 

speed and reading comprehension of the sixth semester English education 

study program ofUniversitasMuhammadiyah Palembang in academic year 
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2018/2019? 

 

1.5 Objective of the Study  

The objective of this research is to investigate and describe the 

correlation of students’ reading speed and reading comprehension of the sixth 

semester English Education Study Program ofUniversitasMuhammadiyah 

Palembang in Academic Year 2018/2019. 

 

1.6 Significance of the Study 

This research might be useful for lecturers of reading subject and 

students: 

1) Lecturers 

The information about the correlation between students’ reading speed 

and reading comprehension of the sixth semester English Education Study 

Program ofUniversitasMuhammadiyah Palembang in Academic Year 

2018/2019, can be used as a reference to evaluate and develop their teaching 

reading in the reading process to increase students’ reading achievement. 

2) Students  

The information about the correlation between students' reading speed 

and reading comprehension of the sixth semester English Education Study 

Program ofUniversitasMuhammadiyah Palembang in Academic Year 

2018/2019, can give motivation in developing their ability in the English 

Language especially reading, hopefully, they can improve their reading 

achievement.  

 

1.7 Hypothesis of The Study  

The hypotheses of this research in the form of the alternative 

hypothesis (Ha) and the null hypothesis (Ho) as follow: 

(Ha): There was a significant correlation between students’ reading speed and 

reading comprehension of the Sixth Semester Student of English Education 
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Study Program FKIP, UniversitasMuhammadiyah Palembang. 

(Ho): There wasno significant correlation between students’ reading speed and 

reading comprehension Of the Sixth Semester Student of English Education 

Study Program FKIP, UniversitasMuhammadiyah Palembang. 
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