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ABSTRACT 
 

 

Triska Amelia, 2019. An Analysis of The Eleventh Grade Students’ Error in Using 

Subject-Verb Agreement of Simple Present Tense at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 

Palembang.Thesis, English Education Study Program Program Sarjana Degree (S1), 

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang. 

Advisors (1) Sherly Marliasari, S.Pd., M.P.d , and (2) Indah Windra DA, S.Pd., M.Pd. 
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The title of this thesis was” An Analysis of The Eleventh Grade Students’ Error in 

Using Subject-Verb Agreement of Simple Present Tense at SMA Muhammadiyah 1 

Palembang”. The limitation of the problem dealt with the subject-verb agreement 

errors in using simple present tense made by the eleventh grade students of SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Palembang in completion test. The errors that would be analyzed 

were based on the rules that cover (1) the use of final –s/ -es, (2) basic subject-verb 

agreement, (3) subject-verb agreement: using expressions of quantity, (4) subject-

verb agreement: using there+be, and (5) subject-verb agreement: some irregularities. 

The formulation of the problem “what errors are made in using subject-verb 

agreement of simple present tense by the eleventh grade students of SMA 

Muhammadiyah 1 Palembang?”. The objective of this study was “to find out the 

eleventh grade students‟ of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 errors in using subject-verb 

agreement of simple present tense. The researcher used a descriptive qualitative 

method in this study. The population of this study was the eleventh grade students of 

SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Palembang. The sample were 34 students of XI IPA 2. The 

researcher collected the data by using test and analyzed the data by using percentage 

analysis. The findings of the study showed that there were 398 errors made by the 

students in using subject-verb agreement. The researcher concluded that the subject-

verb agreement errors of simple present tense made by the eleventh grade students of 

SMA Muhammadiyah 1 Palembang were errors in (1) “subject-verb agreement: using 

expressions of quantity” covering some of + singular noun, the number of + singular 

noun, and every one of+ singular noun, (2) “basic subject-verb agreement” covering 

phrase or clause, and gerund, (3) “some irregularities” covering fields of study, (4) 

“subject-verb agreement: using there+be” covering there + be + singular noun, and 

(5) “the use of final –s/-es” covering final –s/-es in noun.  
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents: (1) background of the study, (2) problems of the study, 

(3) objectives of the study, and (4) significance of the study. 

1.1. Background of the study 

 Grammar is known dominantly related to tenses. To make a sentence in 

English either written or spoken, tense has very important role because tense 

expresses an action happened based on time. Jabbari (2013) explains that tense refers 

to the grammatical changes made to the form of a verb, as opposed to time, which 

refers to the semantic functions such changes signal (p.245). In English, each 

sentence should have tense. It affects verb in sentences so that there are four verbs 

that need be mastered. They are in the form of present, past, past participle and 

present progressive. 

 In using English tenses, the students even have problem and always make 

errors either in oral or written on the basic tense such as simple present tense. Azar 

(2002) states the simple present says that something was true in the past, is true in the 

present, and will be true in the future (p.13). It means simple present tense is the tense 

for description, definition, and statements of general truth. 

 Brown (2000) explains “Students often make errors because of a misleading 

explanation from the teacher, faulty presentation of a structure  or word in a textbook, 

or even because of a pattern that was rottenly memorized in a drill but improperly 

contextualized” (p.226). It means that the sources of errors in context of learning 

could be the teachers or the materials. 
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 According to Hidayah (2013), grammar is the system of rules governing the 

conventional arrangement and relationship of words in a sentence (p.2). It means that 

grammar is as the guidance of writing for students to make the correct sentences and 

to convey the message property in particular written form. 

 Mbau, Thalib, Marhum, & Muhsin (2014) stated that grammatical sentence 

means that the sentence should follow the rules of language (p.2). For example, the 

rules of subject must agree with verb. The verb can be changed depending on the 

subject because different tenses have different rules, singular noun agrees with verb 

by adding –s/-es in simple present tense or plural nouns sometimes are not always 

given „s‟ at the end of the work. Those conditions sometimes make the students 

confused. Example of –s/-es showed in Table 1: 

Table 1: Example of –s/-es 

-s -es 

Plays 

Starts 

Cooks 

Puts 

Spends 

Watches 

Fixes 

Goes 

Passes 

Flies 

  

 According to Hidayah (2013), the learners have to understand about subject-

verb agreement (p.3). When we make a sentence, actually we are fixing up the words 

that comprise subject and verb. The verb must suitable with the subject because if we 

want to make a sentence we have to attend the verb agreement. If the subject singular 

forms, so the verb must singular form. And if the subject is in a plural form, so the 

verb must be plural too. 
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 Based on the researcher‟s experience in teaching English when PPL, the 

researcher find out that the eleventh grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 

Palembang errors in using subject-verb agreement of simple present tense. In 

addition, in the process of teaching simple present tense, students often make subject-

verb agreement errors in sentences. They do not know how to deal with the rules. 

 From the explanation above, subject-verb agreement must be mastered by the 

learners because it is very important since it will always be used when the learners 

want to make some sentences or wants to speak English well. Without understanding 

subject verb agreement the learners or the others who hear or read the sentence will 

be confused and the learners‟ error have to repair in English teaching process. The 

researcher hope by knowing their errors, the students should comprehend the rule of 

subject-verb agreement in order to construct grammatically correct sentences. So, this 

study focuses on what errors made by the eleventh grade students in using subject-

verb agreement of simple present tense. 

1.2. Formulation of the problem  

 Based on the background of this study, the problem of this study  

formulated as follows: “what errors are made in using subject-verb agreement of 

simple present tense by the eleventh grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 

Palembang?” 

1.3. Limitation of the problem 

 This study dealt with the subject-verb agreement errors in using simple 

present tense made by the eleventh grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 1 

Palembang in completion test. The errors that would be analyzed were based on the 
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rules that cover (1) the use of final –s/ -es, (2) basic subject-verb agreement, (3) 

subject-verb agreement: using expressions of quantity, (4) subject-verb agreement: 

using there+be, and (5) subject-verb agreement: some irregularities. 

1.4. Objective of the study 

 The objective of this study was to find out the eleventh grade students‟ of 

SMA Muhammadiyah 1 errors in using subject-verb agreement of simple present 

tense. 

1.5. Significance of the study 

 Hopefully, this study would be expected to be able to give a valuable source 

of information for the teachers of english about subject-verb agreement errors in 

simple present tense. 

 For the students, this study would be motivated the students and make them 

more interested in learning English grammar, especially abou subject-verb agreement 

and simple present tense. 

 This study also gives the researcher to get new knowledge and good 

experience and this study would be guidance and references for the other researcher 

in the next time. 
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