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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents (A) the study's history, (B) its issues, (C) its goal, 

(D) its significance, and (E) its hypotheses. 

 
A. Background of Study 

 
To improve their ability to understand language, students in the field of 

education should read more. Students develop their critical thinking skills 

through reading. They can learn some new concepts, information, and 

experiences by doing this. Due to varying reading habits, students will 

therefore have varying levels of comprehension (Pebriantika, 2024). 

Strong reading comprehension abilities are crucial for comprehending 

written texts, so students must acquire them in reading classes. Students who 

are proficient in reading comprehension are able to understand a variety of 

features of a text, such as basic concepts and word meanings. Students are 

better equipped to comprehend the text's content when they grasp the subject. 

Reading comprehension plays a major role in the process of drawing meaning 

from written language, including books and other written sources (Sinaga, 

Herman, & Siahaan, 2020; Ubaydillah, 2024). However, many children still 

struggle with reading comprehension even after much practice. They 

frequently lack the comprehension needed to properly evaluate materials and 

come to the right conclusions. 

Nonetheless, a lot of Indonesian students continue to struggle with 

reading comprehension. According to the 2022 Programme for International 

Student Assessment (PISA), Indonesia's reading proficiency was 

comparatively poor when compared to other participating nations 

(Kemendikbudristek, 2023). Indonesia's ranking has slightly improved, 

although the country's average reading score is still below the OECD average. 

This suggests that many pupils still have difficulty critically and successfully 

comprehending written texts. 
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Low reading interest and low reading proficiency are problems at the 

local level in addition to those at the national level. According to a 2022 

Palembang City Library and Archives Service survey, 41.8% of participants 

read fewer than two books each week, while the majority of participants read 

for less than an hour each week (Rhama Purna Jati, 2023). Students' 

comprehension of English texts in the classroom may suffer as a result of these 

poor reading habits. 

A state of difficulty is when something is difficult to comprehend. 

Students frequently struggle with vocabulary, grammar, spelling, and 

pronunciation when learning English. Understanding English reading texts is 

one of the biggest challenges, which can impact students of all ages, 

particularly those who struggle with reading comprehension (Septia et al., 

2022).  

Students struggle to read proficiently due to challenging vocabulary 

and pronunciation. However, students frequently struggle to comprehend 

reading texts due to limited background knowledge, low motivation, limited 

vocabulary, and difficulties understanding the content (Izzat, 2023). This is 

because many students are afraid of making mistakes, which makes them feel 

less confident when reading, especially when they find new words, difficult 

sentences, and have low motivation and focus (Nerry, 2020). 

According to preliminary interviews with English teachers at SMK 

Negeri 1 Palembang, students in the eleventh grade had various difficulties 

with reading comprehension. These challenges include poor motivation, a 

small vocabulary, and pronunciation issues. Because they are uncertain about 

how to pronounce words correctly, many pupils lack confidence when reading 

and frequently read slowly. Additionally, children often struggle to understand 

descriptive writings, especially when it comes to understanding text 

organization, identifying primary concepts, and comprehending detailed 

information. 

Individual reading exercises that are teacher-centered frequently cause 

pupils to become less engaged and motivated during the learning process. As 
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a result, the Partner Reading Strategy is regarded as a potentially successful 

teaching method since it gives students the chance to read, debate, and help 

one another comprehend literature. Students can actively participate in the 

understanding process and provide mutual assistance through paired reading, 

which may enhance their reading comprehension abilities. Previous studies 

have shown that partner reading has a good effect on students' reading 

development (Zulmaidah et al., 2020; Zulvani, 2022). 

Although this approach has demonstrated encouraging outcomes in 

other settings, its efficacy has not been thoroughly examined in Palembang's 

vocational high schools. As a result, the researcher intends to conduct a study 

titled "The Effectiveness of Using Partner Reading Strategy in Teaching 

Reading Comprehension to the Eleventh Grade Students of SMK 1 Negeri 

Palembang." The Partner Reading Strategy can greatly improve students' 

reading comprehension in English lessons. 

A. Formulation of the Problem 

Does the Partner Reading Strategy considerably enhance the reading 

comprehension skills of the eleventh-grade students at SMK Negeri 1 

Palembang? 

B. Objective of the study 

to ascertain whether the Partner Reading Strategy may help eleventh 

grade students at SMK Negeri 1 Palembang enhance their reading 

comprehension. 

C. Significance of the Study 

This study is expected to have several advantages for the researcher, 

students, teachers, and future researchers. 

1. For the Researcher 

The applicability of the Partner Reading Strategy in reading comprehension 

instruction is better understood thanks to this study. The researcher obtains 

hands-on experience in implementing instructional practices, conducting 
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classroom research, and evaluating students' progress in reading 

comprehension through this project. Additionally, this research advances the 

researcher's career, especially in terms of choosing successful teaching 

methods. 

2. For Students 

The results of this study are expected to help students improve their reading 

comprehension skills. Using the Partner Reading Strategy may make it easier 

for students to understand literature, increasing their confidence in their 

ability to understand written materials and improving their participation in 

reading activities. 

3. For Teachers 

This study is expected to provide educators with useful information, especially 

with teaching reading comprehension. Teachers can use the findings of this 

study as a guide for putting the Partner Reading Strategy or other collaborative 

learning strategies into practice to create a more stimulating and effective 

learning environment. 

4. For Other Researchers 

This study may be helpful as a reference for future researchers that are 

interested in partner reading strategies, instructional strategies, or reading 

comprehension. The study's findings can be compared and utilized as 

supporting information for further research in relevant fields. 

E. Hypotheses of the Study 

 
Ho (Null Hypothesis): The eleventh-grade students at SMK Negeri 1 

Palembang's reading comprehension is not significantly impacted by the 

Partner Reading Strategy. 

 
Ha (Alternative Hypothesis): The eleventh-grade students at SMK Negeri 1 

Palembang's reading comprehension is significantly impacted by the Partner 

Reading Strategy. 
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