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ABSTRACT 

 
Destari, R. F. 2026. Using Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) Strategy in Teaching 
Reading Comprehension to the Eighth Grade Students of SMP Muhammadiyah 7 
Palembang. Thesis, English Education Study Program, Sarjana Degree (S1), Faculty of 
Teacher Training and Education. Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang. Advisors : 
(I) Dr, Tri Rositasari, S.Pd., M.Pd., (II) Nadya Rezkhita Dwiana, S.Pd., M.Pd. 

This thesis was entitled “Using Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) in Teaching 
Reading Comprehension to the Eighth Grade Students of SMP Muhammadiyah 7 
Palembang.” The problem of this study was whether or not there is significant effect 
in teaching reading comprehension between the students who were taught by using 
Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) and those who were not. The objective of this 
study was to find out whether or not there was a significant effect of using 
Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) on students’ reading comprehension. The 
population of this study was all the eighth grade students at SMP Muhammadiyah 7 
Palembang. The sample consisted of 50 students who were divided into two groups: 
25 students as the experimental group and 25 students as the control group. The 
reading test consisted of 25 multiple-choice questions which were selected after the 
try out. The data were analyzed by using an independent sample t-test. The result of 
data analysis showed that the significance value (Sig. 2-tailed) was 0.000 at the 
significance level of 5%. Since the significance value was lower than 0.05, the null 
hypothesis (Ho) was rejected and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was accepted. It 
could be concluded that there was a significant effect of using Collaborative Strategic 
Reading (CSR) on students’ reading comprehension. Therefore, Collaborative Strategic 
Reading (CSR) was effective in teaching reading comprehension. 

 
Key Words: Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR), Reading Comprehension, Recount 

Text. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of the study, formulation of the 

problem, objective of the study, significance of the study, hypotheses of the 

study, and criteria for testing hypotheses. 

A. Background of the study 
 

Reading is the activity of understanding the meaning of written language. 

This activity not only involves recognizing letters and words, but also 

comprehending the ideas, messages, and information conveyed by the writer. 

According to Harianto (2020), reading is the process of understanding and 

grasping the meaning of the text being read, where the reader must be active 

in order to understand the message the author wants to convey . Reading is the 

process of connecting written words with their meanings. In this process, 

readers need to have good language and thinking skills in order to understand 

the content of the text clearly and thoroughly (Nining, 2021). Reading 

comprehension is also the process of understanding the content of a text and 

connecting it with the knowledge already possessed by the reader. Therefore, 

the reader's experience and prior knowledge are very important to truly 

understand the meaning of the text in depth (Sari & Lestari, 2022) 

Based on the views of these experts, it can be concluded that reading is an 

essential activity that not only involves recognizing words but also 

understanding ideas and meanings within a text. It helps students expand their 

knowledge, improve their language ability, and support their academic 

achievement. 

However, many students still face difficulties in reading, especially when 

learning English. Based on the Progress in International Reading Literacy Study 

(PIRLS, 2021), 8% of students worldwide are below the low international 

benchmark (a score below 400), indicating serious challenges in reading 

comprehension. This shows that many students still struggle to understand the 
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content of texts, particularly in English learning. These difficulties are often 

caused by limited vocabulary, low motivation to read, and a lack of 

opportunities for students to discuss and collaborate in understanding the text. 

During the learning process, students tend to read individually without 

exchanging ideas, which results in less effective reading comprehension. 

The same problems were also faced by the eighth grade students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 7 Palembang. This was based on interview data collected by 

the researcher from an English teacher and supported by student interviews 

with several students. The data revealed the following issues: (a) Many 

students lacked motivation. This meant that students were not very 

enthusiastic or interested in learning to read, especially in English. They often 

found reading boring or difficult, so they had little incentive to make an effort 

to understand the text properly. (b) Many students had limited vocabulary. 

This meant that students knew only a small number of English words. As a 

result, when they read a text, they often did not understand the meaning of the 

words used, making it difficult for them to comprehend the overall meaning of 

the passage. (c) Students were less actively involved in group reading 

activities. They tended to read individually without discussing with their peers, 

so their understanding of the text did not develop through the exchange of 

ideas. (d) Many students did not yet have appropriate strategies for 

understanding texts. When they encountered difficult words or sentences, they 

tended to skip those parts without trying to find the meaning or discuss them 

to gain better understanding. 

Considering these problems, it is clear that students need a learning 

strategy that not only improves their reading comprehension but also 

increases their motivation, enriches their vocabulary, and encourages active 

participation. Therefore, a collaborative strategy with clear steps in 

understanding texts is highly needed. to overcome these problems, teacher 

needed to apply Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR). According to Klingner 

and Vaughn (1998), Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) is a group learning 

strategy that aims to help students understand reading material better. In this 
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strategy, students learn to read through several steps, namely previewing, 

which means predicting the content of the reading before reading. click and 

clunk, which is finding and discussing words or parts that are difficult to 

understand. get the gist, which is finding the main idea of the reading; and wrap 

up, which is summarizing and concluding the content of the text. 

The researcher believes that Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) is 

suitable for eighth grade students because it matches their learning 

characteristics. At this level, students are still developping their reading skills, 

vocabulary, and confidence in understanding English texts. CSR provides clear 

and structured steps, such as previewing, identifying main ideas, and clarifying 

difficult words, which help students understand texts more easily. In addition, 

CSR encourages students to work in groups, so they can share ideas, discuss 

difficult parts, and learn from each other. This collaborative process can 

increase students’ motivation and make the learning process more interesting 

and active. Therefore, CSR is considered an appropriate strategy to improve 

students’ reading comprehension. 

In this study, the researcher focused on applying Collaborative Strategic 

Reading (CSR) to teach recount text, which was a common type of text used in 

the junior high school English curriculum. he purpose of a recount text is to 

inform or entertain readers by describing what happened in the past clearly 

and sequentially, making them suitable for Collaborative Strategic Reading 

(CSR) activities that emphasized vocabulary development, identifying main 

ideas, and summarizing skills. By using Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) 

in teaching descriptive texts, the researcher hoped that the students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 7 Palembang could overcome their reading difficulties and 

improve their overall reading comprehension. 

Therefore, the researcher was interested in conducting a study entitled 

“Using Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) in Teaching Reading 

Comprehension to Eighth Grade Students of SMP Muhammadiyah 7 

Palembang.” 
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B. Formulation of the problem 

In this study, the researcher formulated the problem into the following 

question: Is there a significant effect of using Collaborative Strategic Reading 

(CSR) in teaching reading comprehension to the eighth grade students of SMP 

Muhammadiyah 7 Palembang? 

C. The objective of the study 

The objective of this study is to find out whether there is a significant 

effect of using Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR) in teaching reading 

comprehension to the eighth grade students at SMP Muhammadiyah 

Palembang. 

D. Significance of the study 

The results of this study were expected to be useful both theoretically 

and practically for the following parties, as follows: 

1. For researcher her self 

For the researcher, this study made a significant contribution to 

expanding knowledge and understanding of effective reading learning 

strategies, particularly through the application of Collaborative Strategic 

Reading Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR). Through this research process, 

the researcher could explore in depth how Collaborative Strategic Reading 

(CSR) could improve students' reading comprehension achievement, as well as 

identify factors that influenced the success of this strategy in junior high school 

environments. 

2. Teachers 

The results of this study held significant value for teachers, both in their 

instructional practices and professional development. In this case, it helped 

teachers improve their teaching strategies. By understanding which strategies 

were effective or ineffective, they could make informed decisions to enhance 

student learning outcomes. 
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3. Students 

The results of this study could reveal common challenges students faced 

in learning, such as difficulties with specific subjects, lack of motivation, 

language barriers. 

4. Other researchers 

This study could serve as a reference for other researchers who wished 

to study more effective teaching methods for reading, particularly using 

Collaborative Strategic Reading (CSR). The results of this study provided a clear 

picture of how CSR could help students understand reading material better. 

Other researchers could also use this study to compare CSR with other 

strategies,or apply it in different schools, grade levels, or subjects. In this way, 

this study helped enrich knowledge and encouraged new ideas in the world of 

education. 

E. Hypotheses of the study 

The hypotheses of this study were in the form of alternative hypotheses 

(Ha) and null hypotheses (Ho) 

a. Ha : There is no significant effect of using Collaborative Strategic 

Reading (CSR) in teaching reading comprehension to the eighth grade 

students at SMP Muhammadiyah 7 Palembang.. 

b. Ho : There is a significant effect of using Collaborative Strategic Reading 

(CSR) in teaching reading comprehension to the eighth grade students 

at SMP Muhammadiyah 7 Palembang. 

F. Criteria for testing the hypotheses 

In this study, regulating hypotheses meant accepting or rejecting them. 

The researcher used a t-test. If the t-obtained was equal to or higher than the 

t-table, the research hypothesis (Ho) had to be dismissed. In other words, if the 

t-table was higher than the t-observed, the null hypothesis was acceptable, and 

the research hypothesis had to be rejected. 
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