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ABSTRACT

Dzakira, Nafila 2025. Challenges Faced by English Education Students
During Teaching Practicum 1-3. This thesis by English Education Study
Program, Sarjana Degree (S1), Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,
Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang. Advisor (1) Mrs. Rini Susanti, S.Pd.,
M.A., Ph.D. (2) Mrs. Sherly Marliasari, S.Pd., M.Pd.

Keywords: teaching practicum; pre-service teachers; classroom management;

teacher education; PLP 1-3

This research discusses the challenges faced by English Education students
during the Professional Training Program (PLP) stages 1 to 3 at Universitas
Muhammadiyah Palembang. PLP is an important stage in the education
process of prospective teachers, which aims to connect the theory learned on
campus with the real experience of teaching in the classroom. Using an
explanatory sequential mixed-methods design, data were collected from 21
seventh-semester students through questionnaires containing both close-
and open-ended items. Quantitative findings revealed that the most
frequently encountered challenges included limited preparation time,
classroom management difficulties, and insufficient supervisory guidance.
From the qualitative analysis, this study found several other challenges
experienced by students, such as emotional stress, lack of confidence when
teaching, difficulty managing a class of students with different abilities, and
lack of coordination between the campus and the school where they practice.
The findings suggest that PLP students need more guidance, better
preparation before going into the field, and better time management training.
This study contributes to the lack of research on the implementation of PLP

in Indonesia, by presenting the direct voice of students as a basis for

viii



workable suggestions. To improve the teaching practice experience, teacher
education programs are advised to provide structured support systems, good
training for mentors, and access to learning resources that are appropriate to
field conditions. It is hoped that the findings will help design a more effective
and responsive PLP program, so that student teachers are better prepared to
face the realities of the classroom and shape their professional identity as

educators.
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CHAPTER 1
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents: (A) background of the research, (B)
formulation of the research, (C) objective of the research, and (D)

significance of the research.

A. Background of the Research

Teaching practice allows pre-service teachers to apply the theory they
have learnt in the classroom to a real teaching situation. In the English
Education department, this programme is known as Teaching Practicum
or often called Pengenalan Lapangan Persekolahan (PLP-Introduction to
School Field). PLP 1-3, as part of the education curriculum, is a critical
stage in the development of pre-service teacher abilities. However,
despite it is importance, they face various challenges during the Teaching
Practicum (Anjun, et al, 2023 p. 53)

The School Field Introduction (PLP) is an important part of the
education process for prospective teachers in Indonesia. Through this
program, students not only learn theory in the classroom, but also go
directly to schools to practice teaching. That way, they can begin to
understand what it is like to be a real teacher, learning how to organize a
class, deliver material, and face students directly. In addition, PLP also
helps students to be more confident and start shaping their identity as a
teacher.

The PPL programme integrates theoretical and practical factors by
providing real experience of the learning process in schools for
prospective Pre-service Teachers. The PPL programme ensures that
prospective teachers not only have knowledge, but also have attitudes
and skills that support the mastery of pedagogical competence,
personality competence, social competence, and professional

competence as a whole (PPL Guide Compilation Team, 2015).



At Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang, the Faculty of Teacher
Training and Education (FKIP) runs a PLP program as part of the
curriculum for English Education students. Therefore, it is very
important to understand the obstacles they face, so that in the future this
PLP program can be improved and be a useful experience and support
their development as prospective teachers.

Despite its structured design, many pre-service teachers encounter
significant challenges throughout the practicum. Previous studies have
reported difficulties in classroom management, emotional stress,
insufficient preparation time, and limited mentorship support (Yunus et
al, 2010; Mudra, 2018). These obstacles often affect students'
confidence, teaching effectiveness, and professional identity
development.

Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Universitas
Muhammadiyah Palembang (FKIP UM Palembang) as one of the Lembaga
Pendidikan Tenaga Kependidikan (LPTK-Educational Institution for
Education Personnel) that is bound by these provisions in providing
education. FKIP Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang has designed
and established the program. According to Siroj et al, (2019) in
Guidebook for Implementing the School Field Introduction Program,
“introduction to the School Field (PLP) as a form of learning for students
in each study program” (p.2). In the curriculum of each study program at
FKIP UM Palembang, three types of PLP programs have been established,
namely:

1. PLP 1 which aims to provide initial experience at school for
prospective teacher students in the context of forming and
strengthening the identity of educators.

2. PLP 2 which is oriented towards providing real experience at
school in compiling and developing learning tools together
with subject teachers.

3. PLP 3 which is oriented to train prospective teachers to apply

learning tools in teaching practice in the classroom guided by



subject teachers in accordance with the prospective teacher
student's study program.

Some of the things that want to be seen more deeply are challenges in
managing the class, mental readiness when teaching, and support from
the mentor. By knowing these problems, it is hoped that the results of
this study can help campuses or educational institutions in improving the
PLP system to be more effective and support the needs of students who
are practicing teaching.

Researcher believes that exploring the challenges faced by English
Education students during teaching practicum is essential to improve the
quality of future educators. With all considerations, the researcher has a
strong interest in conducting this research, especially in understanding
the real teaching experience from Practicum 1 to Practicum 3. This
research is focused on English Education students of Universitas
Muhammadiyah Palembang. The title of this research is “Challenges
Faced by English Education Students During Teaching Practicum 1-
3"

B. Formulation of the Reserach

According to the problems above, the purpose pf this study:
1. What are the challenges faced by pre-service English education
study program students in PLP 1-3?

C. Objective of the Research

The researcher would like to compose the objectives of the
research as follow:
1. To find out the most challenging aspects faced by English
Education students during Teaching Practicum 1-3.
2. To find out the causes of the challenges experienced by English

Education students during their teaching practicum.

D. Significance of the Research

The results of this study are expected to be useful both



theoretically and practically:

1. For the Researcher Herself
This study provides an opportunity for the researcher to gain
deeper insights into the challenges faced by pre-service English
Education Study program students during their practicum. By
analyzing these challenges, the researcher can develop critical
thinking, problem-solving skills, and a broader understanding of
teacher training practices.
2. For Pre-Service Teachers
The results can help pre-service teachers better understand
and support them during their PLP by addressing common
challenges and offering practical solutions.
3. For Other Researchers
The study will serve as a reference for future research, offering
data on teaching practicum challenges that can be built upon in

further studies.
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