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ABSTRACT 

 

Utami, Putri. 2024. The Students Perception on The Implementation of 
Sociogram in Descriptive Text For The Eleventh Grade Students at SMK 
Muhammadiyah 3 Palembang. This thesis by English Education Study 
Program Sarjana Degree (S1), Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, 
Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang. Advisor (1) Dr. Tri Rositasar, 
M.Pd., (2) Dian Septarini, S.Pd., M.Pd. 
 

This research aimed to find out the studetns’ perception the 
implementation of sociogram in descriptive text for the eleventh grade 
student at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Palembang. This research used a 
qualitative method. The sample of this research was students of eleventh 
grades of Major Hotel Accommodation at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 
Palembang. This research was use purposive sampling. Data collection was 
done by questionnaire. The questionnaire consists of 14 statements, which 
were closed-ended questionnaire. 
Based on the result the students’ perception on the implementation of 
sociogram was Positive. The positive response came from students 
experience in learning descriptive text by using sociogram. The students 
agreed that sociogram as a media helped them easier to understand the 
writing skill especially in descriptive text. In addition, this research can be 
reference for English teachers to design writing teaching materials, 
especially in teaching descriptive text. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

  This chapter consists of background of the research, formulation 

of the problem, objectives of the research, and significance of the research. 

A. Background of the Research 

  Language is of the most important tools for communication among 

the nations all over the world. Language also plays as a crucial role in 

thinking and interacting. People can share ideas of feelings each other 

through language. Language is how people communicate and one of 

important language is English (Sirbu, 2015). Students are interesting in 

learning English but some students are dislike in learning English due to 

the situation in the class. In Indonesia English is as a foreign language. 

English is taught from the primary level up to higher education. There are 

four skills that should to be master in English, which are listening, 

speaking, reading and writing. 

  One important of English language skills is writing. Writing plays 

crucial role in both education and business sectors. It is essential for 

various purposes such as presentation, promotion, letters, journals, books, 

conferences, and more. According to Patel and Jain (2008) writing is field 

of linguistics involves the study of language and its various components, 

such as grammar, syntax, phonetics, and semantics. It presents a visual 

symbol by sounds language. Therefore, writing is an essential skill that 

necessitates instruction and regular exercise (p. 125). 

  Writing is a complex process which is needs to explore thought 

and ideas, to make it visible and to construct thought available for 

reflection. It means that when the writer starts to write the ideas, it can 
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be examined, reconsidered, added, rearranged, and changed (Ghaith, 

2002).  

  In fact, the data from EF Education First 2023 Indonesia has a rank 

79 from 113 countries and province and position in Asia 13 of 23. It means 

that Indonesian has low abilities in English. Teaching English in Vocation 

Senior High School is also have the goal to help students capable to 

understand about functional text and five kinds of texts such as, descriptive 

text, recount text, procedure text, narrative text, and report text. These 

kinds of text is including in learning English writing one of crucial skill in 

learning English. Block (1997) stated that someone takes the information 

and expresses their opinion trough writing. Writing is the best way to 

expresses their ideas. Through writing, the students can expresses the 

ideas, knowledge, opinions, their experiences and also their wishes. 

Learning writing and the other language skills should be taught and 

studied integrated.  

  According to (Kartika et al., 2017) one of the most obvious 

problem is the students low writing skill, the students get difficulty in 

exploring an idea into words, students can’t make a good word order in 

simple paragraph, students often choose inappropriate words and students 

have low vocabulary mastery. (Kartika et al., 2017) also stated that 

students problems came from some of the students do not give their full 

attention, students are busy in talking to their friends, students do not try 

to ask the teacher about their difficulties in writing. 

  There are many students difficult to deliver their thoughts and 

idea into writing. Students are confused to deliver their thought in a good 

sentence and how to arrange the sentence become a paragraph. According 

to  Gelp (1963) writing is a form of human communication by means of a 

set of visible signs which are related (p. 6). This highlight definition of 

writing is principally a representation of language which has number levels 
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of structure including sentences, words, syllables, and phonemes. Indeed, 

the history of writing is part of matter of the discovery and representation 

of these structural levels of spoken language which attempts to construct 

an efficient, general, and economical writing system capable of serving 

range of socially valuable functions. Literacy is a matter of competence 

with a writing system and with the specialized functions that written 

language serves in particular society (Gelp, 1963). 

  Writing is important, yet it is no easy to all students to write well 

in English writing one of difficult skill in learning English, it is due to  some 

components on writing. Oshima and Hogue (2006) stated its components 

are ; structure, vocabulary, grammar, and conjunction word (P.275). 

Johnson and Louis (1987) state a literary sociogram is one of the visual 

symbols used to make students understand more about the descriptive 

text and literary sociogram is a graphic organizer that represents the 

relationship among characters (p.94). It helps the student think more 

deeply about descriptive text to be read. According to Durland and 

Fredericks (2005) sociogram or maps are graphic of pictures, image, or 

kind of relationship at a point in time. The strengthens statement of 

sociogram are tools that can then be used along with other network 

measure, to understand and to evaluate a relationship within the context of 

a particular situation, such as work teams, restructuring or company 

mergers.  

  Huang et al., (2007) stated that sociogram as simple visual 

illustrations to help people interpret them underlying network information 

(P.396). This strategy helps teachers with classes could construct a literary 

sociogram, a graphic organizer representing relationship between 

characters or object. The central character or object is place around 

students at suitable distances with their relationship and students can 

imagine what the story is about. Johnson and Louis (1987) describe the 
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sociogram construction as the most a valuable literature teaching 

technique for its adaptability. In teaching descriptive writing, the students 

rewrite the descriptive text by using sociogram. After students have read 

the descriptive text students can start writing, in this case students can 

build on students ideas and think deeper by creating sociagram and then 

students explaining the things their write. 

  Apriliana et al., (2020) said that the students sometimes found 

difficulties in writing descriptive text even they are already guided by their 

teachers to write. The students are difficult in writing paragraph. The 

students are difficult to express their ideas, and are not able to explain and 

describe clearly in writing. Therefore, teacher used sociogram as a tools to 

teach descriptive text. Sociogram is easy to make the students understand 

because students are able to think of some pictures which can be describe 

something by using sociogram. Sociogram is hope to make students more 

creative. 

  SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Palembang is an educational institution in 

Palembang. This school is vocational high school which is having three 

major, such as Hotel Accommodation, Fashion, and Culinary. Therefore, 

this school that really important in learning English because all of major of 

this school closely relate in English. Students are expect to be capable in 

mastering English, this reason make teachers look for various way to make 

students more interesting in learning English. One of learning media is 

Sociogram. Based on the interview with English teachers in this school is 

already learn about descriptive text with use sociogram. The students are 

active when they learning descriptive text by using Sociogram. The 

researcher choose population sample is major the eleventh grade of Hotel 

Accommodation. Writing is also important for Vocational senior high 

school especially for students of Hotel Accommodation because hotel 

accommodation have many terms in English and in hospitality English is 
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important for communication between hotel guests and hotel staff can run 

well, considering the large number of foreign guests who stay in Indonesia, 

for business or holiday purpose. 

  In fact, student’s capability in writing skill is still less than enough. 

The teachers said that this is the reason why they are tried to make them 

interesting and improve their writing skill. Based on some research 

sociogram is can improve students writing achievement. Therefore, 

Researcher conduct this research is to find out students perception the use 

of sociogram as a tool in understanding the descriptive text. 

  Based on the explanation above, research interested in conduct a 

research with title: “The Students Perception on the implementation of 

Sociogram in Descriptive Text for the Eleventh Grades Students at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Palembang.” 

B. Formation of the Problem 

  The problem of this research was that: What is the students’ 

perception on the implementation of sociogram in descriptive text for the 

eleventh grades student at SMK Muhammadiyah 3 Palembang? 

C. Objectives of the Research 

  The objectives of this research was to find out student perception 

on the implementation of sociogram in teaching learning writing skill, 

especially in descriptive text for the Eleventh Grades Student at SMK 

Muhammadiyah 3 Palembang. 

D. Significance of the Research 

  The result of this research are expected to be able to contribute to 

teaching and learning English as a foreign language and provide some 

information about learning and teaching by using Sociogram. 

1. Theoretically  

This research contributes to developing knowledge in students English 

language and can improve the teaching and learning technique. 
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2. Practically 

This research is hope beneficial for: 

a. The researcher  

 The result of this research answered the question of problem formulation 

as the basis of conducting this research.  

b. The teacher 

 This  research with hope to be appropriate way to teach English learning 

descriptive text by using sociogram especially for Vocational high school. 

c. The Student  

 It is hopes the students can think creatively when create a Descriptive 
text by using Sociogram.



 

 

40 

 

REFERENCES 

Adediwura, A. A., & Tayo, B. (2007). Perception of teachers’ knowlegde, attitude 
and teaching skill as predictor of academix performance in negerian 
secondary schools. Journal Articles; Reports - Evaluative. 
http://www.academicjournals.org/ERR2/PDF/pdf%202007/Jul/Adediwu
ra%20andTayo.pdf 

Arikunto, S. (2010). Prosedur penelitian suatu pendekatan praktik (Revise 
edition). PT. Rineka Cipta. 

Byrne, D. (1993). Longman Handbooks for Language Teachers. Longman Group 
UK Limited. 

Dickins, P. R., & Germaine, K. (1993). Laguage teaching: A scheme for teacher 
education. 

Durland, M. M., & Fredericks, K. A. (2005). An introduction to social network 
analysis. New Directions for Evaluation, 2005(107), 5–13. 
https://doi.org/10.1002/ev.157 

Harmer, J. (2007). The practice of english language teaching (Four Edition). 
Harlow: Longman. 

Huang, W., Hong, S.-H., & Eades, P. (2007). Effects of sociogram drawing 
conventions and edge crossings in social network visualization. Journal of 
Graph Algorithms and Applications, 11(2), 397–429. 
https://doi.org/10.7155/jgaa.00152 

Jackson, R. L., Drummond, D. K., & Camara, S. (2007). What Is Qualitative 
Research? Qualitative Research Reports in Communication, 8(1), 21–28. 
https://doi.org/10.1080/17459430701617879 

Johnson, T. D., & Louis, D. R. (1987). Literacy through literature (Revised edition). 
Portsmouth, N.H.: Heineman. 

Kartika, A., Nurkamto, J., & Pudjobroto, A. H. (2017). Improving The Students’ 
Writing Skill by Using Picture. English Education, 5(3). 
https://doi.org/10.20961/eed.v5i3.35861 

Mulyana, D. (2005). Ilmu komunikasi: Suatu pengantar (Cet. 8). Remaja 
Rosdakarya. 

Oshima, A., & Hogue, A. (2006). Writing Academic English (Fourth edition). 
Pearson longman. 



 

 

41 

 

Patel, M. F., & Jain, P. M. (2008). English language teaching: (Methods, tools & 
techniques). Sunrise Publishers & Distributors. 

Pratama, Y. (2019). Using sociogram to improve the writing and speaking 
achievements of the eight grade students of smpn 1 jarai. English Community 
Journal, 2(2), 269. https://doi.org/10.32502/ecj.v2i2.1331 

Purnamasari, D., Hidayat, D. N., & Kurniawati, L. (2021). An analysis of students’ 
writing skill on english descriptive text. English Education: Jurnal Tadris 
Bahasa Inggris, 14(1), 101–114. https://doi.org/10.24042/ee-jtbi.v14i1.7943 

Rafika, D., & Marliasari, S. (2017). Improving the students’ writing ability through 
sociogram in writing descriptive text to the eighth grade students of junior high 
school 7 palembang. 1(2). 

Sari, F. S. P. S., Inderawati, R., & Blani, Z. (2014). The Application of Cultural Model 
for Literacy through Legends to Enhance Speaking Ability of Second Semester 
English Students of Sriwijaya University. JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCE 
RESEARCH, 5(2), 710–716. https://doi.org/10.24297/jssr.v5i2.3356 

Siniscalco, M. T., & Auriat, N. (2005). Module 8: Questionnaire design. UNESCO. 
http://www.sacmeq.org 

Sirbu, A. (2015). The Significance of Language as A Tool of Communication. 
Scientific Bulletin of Naval Academy. 

Tarigan, H. G. (1985). Pengajaran gaya bahasa. Angkasa. 
Urunami, S., Bharati, D. A. L., & Faridi, A. (2017). Group grid and roundtable for 

teaching writing of descriptive text. Journal of English Language Teaching, 
6(2). 

Walgito, B. (2004). Pengantar psikologi umum. ANDI. 

Wang, Y. (2007). On the Cognitive Processes of Human Perception with Emotions, 
Motivations, and Attitudes: International Journal of Cognitive Informatics and 
Natural Intelligence, 1(4), 1–13. https://doi.org/10.4018/jcini.2007100101 

 
 


