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ABSTRACT

Yastuti, R,M. 2018. The Difficulties in Using Past Tense Faced by the Tenth Grade
Students of SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang. Thesis, English Education Study,
Program Sarjana Degree (S1), Faculty of Teacher Training and Education Universitas
Muhammadiyah Palembang.

Adpvisors (1) Kurnia Saputri, S.Pd., M.Pd., (II) Sri Hartati, S.Pd., M.Pd.

Key Words : analysis, past tense, and test

This thesis entitled The Difficulties in Using Past Tense Faced by the Tenth Grade
Students of SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang. The main purpose of this study was to
answer the problem “What are the students’ difficulties in using past tense faced by the
tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang”. The population of the
study was all of the tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang. The
samples were 40 students of the tenth grade students of SMA Muhammadiyah 2
Palembang. The method of the study was qualitative descriptive analysis. The data
were obtained by using test of past tense. The data were in the form of two categorizes
which were past tense form and past tense usage. Then, the data were analysed by
coding. The writer found that the first categorie had less error made by the students
because the students could answer the questions correctly. However students
difficulties in the second categories were 253 errors made by the students it means that
it has more than 50% of errors made by the students. The results of the study depicted
that there were four factors. Firstly, several students were still confused to use verb |
and verb 2. Then, there was an error to compare the use of adverb time for simple
present tense and simple past tense. Next, the students were difficult to write negative
and interogative sentences. The last factor was that the students could not determine
the subject of the sentences were in the past.
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

This chapter consists of (1) background of  the study, (2) problem of the study,
(3) objectives of the study, and (4) significances of the study.

1.1 Background of The Study

English has its own system or rules. It is not surprising that many Indonesian students
find a lot of difficulties in learning English. It is due to the fact that English and Indonesian are
quite different both phonologically and grammatically. It is understandable that it is difficult
for Indonesian students to learn it.

Having observed the students' ability at SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang, the
students get problems in comprehending the simple past tense because of the differences
between their language (Indonesian) and their target language (English). Indonesian does not
use tenses the way English does. The verb form in sentences in Indonesian does not change
when it is spoken to refer to present, past, or future time. Known that the students of tenth grade
at SMA Muhammadiyah 2 have low ability in Past Tense exercise. This low ability is due to
the lack of students understanding with forming past tense. As we know English has a complex
structure or sentence pattern because it has tenses where the verbs are formed from verb I to
verb 2 and also verb -ing. These verb changes are often.

This is apparent because students are still not able to distinguish sentence patterns.
Sentence patterns that have an Explained structure for example “green car” = “mobil hijau”. In
addition, students was also less able to understand verb changes adjusted to the form of tenses

/ for example, in the form of a present tense that uses the verb form 1. make students less able



to distinguish when a form of tenses used to express the intent. For example, in the phrase "I
go to Palembang yesterday". Go (Verb I) which should be changed to went (Verb II).

Parrot, M (2010) the past tense is one if the tenses we use to refer to completed events,
states or actions. We choose the simple past when we consider that the event, state or action
took place within a finished period of time, such as last week, at the weekend, etc. In telling
stories and describing what happened in the past we use the past simple as a ,time anchor* —
to establish the key ,time frame" of events. (p.219-210)

According to Hewings, Martin (1999) “we use the past tense for situation that existed
for a period of time in the past, but not now. (p.6) Azar, Betty Schrampfer (2002) the past
indicates that an activity or situation began and ended at a particular time in the past. (p.27)
Writer want to found what was the factors that influence the students difficult when do the
exercise especially in past tense by tenth grade students.

1.2 Problem of the Study

The problem of this study “The Difficulties in Using Past Tense Faced by the Tenth
Grade Students of SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang”.

1.2.1 Limitation of the Problem

In this study, the writer limited the problem on “The Difficulties in Using Past Tense
Faced by the Tenth Grade Students of SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang”.

1.2.2 Formulation of the Problems

This study was formulated in the following questions:

1. What are difficulties that the students encountered in using past tense? by the Tenth

Grade students at SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang.

2. What are the factors of students difficulty in learning past tense?



1.3 Objective of the Study
1. To know what are difficulties that the students encountered in using past tense by the
Tenth Grade students at SMA Muhammadiyah 2 Palembang?
2. To know What are the factors of students difficulty in learning past tense?
1.4 Significance of the Study
For the Writer
Hopefully, It can expand the writer’s knowledge about the grammar and past tense, The
result of this study is also expected to help the other writers to find out information obout
difficulties students in using past tense.
For the Teachers
It is expected that this study is benefitcial for the teacher of English in teaching
Grammar to the students. Then, it is hoped that the result of this study gives some contributions
to the teacher who wants to know their students’ difficulties in using past tense.
For the Students
The result of this study is expected to motivate the students to study past tense more

deeply and students can solf the difficulties from the questions.






References

Arikunto. S. (2013). Prosedur penelitian, (15th ed). Jakarta: Rineka Cipta.

Azar, Betty Schrampfer. (2006). Understanding and using english grammar
englewood cliff. New Jersey: Prentice Hall.

Ahmad, A & Supriyono, W. (1991). Psikologi belajar. Jakarta: Rineka Cipt.
(translated by the writer).

Creswell, J.W. (2012). Educational research, (4th ed.). Boston: Pearson Education Inc.

Brown, G. (2004). The grammar of english grammars. Karl Hagen and the
Online Distributed Proofreading Team.

Fraenkel, J. R., Wallen, N. E., & Hyun, H. H. (2012). How fo design and evaluate
research in education, (8thed). New York, NY: McGraw — Hill.

Hornby, A, S. (1995). Oxford advanced learners’ dictionary of current english. London:
Oxford University Press.

Hudson R. (2007). An introduction to word grammar. London: Cambridge
University Press.

Marczyk, G., Dematteo, D., & Festinger, D. (2005). Essential of research design and
methodology. New Jersey, NJ: John Wiley & Sons, Inc.

Martin H. (1999). Advanced grammar in Use. United Kingdom: the Press Syndicate.
Muntaha & Alimin. (2009). Mastering engligh grammar. Ujung Pangkah: Palanta.

Parrot, M. (2010). Grammar for english language teachers. Second Edition.
Britain: Cambridge University Press.

Richards, J.C., & Schmidt. R. (2002). 4 longman dictionary of language teaching and
applied linguistics. London: Pearson Education Limited.

Richards, J.C., & Renandya, W.A. (2003). Methodology in language teaching, (2nd ed.).
London: Cambridge University Press.

29



Rohdenburg G.N & Schlu™ ter J (2009). Onme Language, Two Grammars?
Differences  between  British and  American  English. (I Pub;ish)
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Sugiyono. (2005). Metode penelitian kuantitatif, kualitatif, dan R&D. Bandung: Alfabeta.

Sugiyono. (2016). Metode penelitian kuantitatif, kualitatif, dan R&D, (23th ed.).
Bandung: Alfabeta.

Valeika L &  Buitkiene J (2003). A4n  introductory  course in
theoretical english grammar.

Warsito, Hermawan. (1992). Pengantar metodologi penelitian. Jakarta: Gramedia Pustaka
Utama.

30



