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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents the background of the research, the 

formulationof the problem, the objective of the research, the significance of 

the research,andthehypothesis of theresearch. 

 

 
A. BackgroundoftheResearch 

Language is an important aspect of human life. It's means 

ofcommunicating with the person with the others. People need 

languageto look for and give people beneficial information. 

Communication 

holdthemostimportantaspectoflanguage,listeningorreadingcannotoccu

rwithoutcommunication.Peopleneedlanguageasacommunicationtoexpr

ess theirfeeling,thought anddesires. 

AccordingtoAgus&Syaprizal(2019),languageisacommunication 

system used by people to create relationships, 

withoutlanguagepeoplecannotdoanythingwithoneanother.Languageisg

otten by someone since they are born in the world by listening to 

theparent’slanguage,theparentsasktotalkwiththechildintheirlanguage 

so the child records word by word and tries to 

communicatewiththeparents. 

English is a global language, which is spoken by more and 

morepeople in the world Besides, English has a role as a language of 

science,technology and art. People who are able to communicate in 

English willbeeasier toget more informationandknowledge. 

InIndonesia,the English languagehad beenintroducedasaforeign 

language in Elementary School, Junior High School, Senior HighSchool 

and University levels. English is considered a 

foreignlanguageinIndonesiasinceIndonesiandonotuseitfordailycommu

nication. 

AccordingtoFitri(2018)learningEnglishisnotaseasyasit 



2 
 

 

 

seems. It takes a long time to be able to speak the English 

languagecompetently. Someone who speaks a foreign language, such as 

Englishmust know its vocabulary first of the language in order to be 

able tocommunicateproperly. 

Inlearningaforeignlanguage,learningvocabularyisveryimportant. 

Students will have difficulty voicing their 

comprehensionandevenproductioniftheydon’thaveenoughwordsinthei

rvocabulary. Moreover, there are so many components of this 

languagethatmustbemastered;oneofthemisvocabulary.Theabsenceofm

asteryofvocabularyis onefundamentalissue. 

Krashen,(1985)statedthatvocabularyisthebasisofcommunicatio

n. It means that vocabulary plays an important role incommunication, 

so we cannot be able to communicate well 

withoutsufficientvocabulary.Aminatun&Oktaviani(2019)statesthatbyc

omprehending vocabulary, it will be easier for people when they 

wanttosaysomething in a foreignlanguage. 

AccordingtoZeeshan&Khan(2020),learningaforeignlanguage is 

an integrated process in that the learner should study thefour basic 

skills: listening,speaking,reading, and writing.From thefour basic skills, 

vocabulary is one of the language aspects and it is themost important 

component of language as a communication tool andneedstobe 

masteredbythestudents. 

Peopleusevocabularytoexpresstheiropinions,idea,andfeelings. 

When someone has a lot of vocabulary, there could 

expresstheiropinions,ideasandfeelingseffectively.Inthecontextoflearnin

gaforeignlanguage,vocabularymeansbasicknowledgeandusefulmaterial 

in the form of words which are always used by students inlearning a 

particular language, the students have to master 

vocabularybecausewithoutmasteredvocabularythestudentshavelimite

dunderstandinginthefourbasicskillsthatarelistening,reading, 
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speakingandwriting. 

Vocabularyisoneoflanguagesaspectsanditisthemostimportant 

component of language as a communication tool and needsto be 

mastered by students. According to Dahniar & Zainuddin 

(2016),vocabulary is central to language and it is important to the 

languagestudents.Withoutmasteryofvocabulary,studentscannotcommu

nicate effectively and express students ideas in both oral andwritten 

form and they listen to discover the meaning of what 

otherssay.Vocabularyisimportantforlearnersespeciallyyounglearnersb

ecausebylearningvocabularystudentscanexpressthemselves. 

MurniahandHardian(2016)statethatthequalityofone’slanguages

killsdependedonthequalityofthevocabularyonepossessed.AccordingtoT

hornbury(2002),masteringvocabularymeans that students have 

comprehensive knowledge of the vocabularywhich includes the 

meanings, the spoken form, the written form, 

thegrammaticalbehavior,thewordderivation,thecollocationsofthewords

, the register of the word-spoken and written the connotation 

orassociationsoftheword, andwordfrequency. 

A movie is one of the pieces of literature created using a 

cameraeditedandpublishedtobewatched.Themovieisoneoftheentertain

mentplaythatcanbefoundonthetelevisionorinthecinema.Sabouri&Zohra

bi(2015)statesthatfilmsprovideaninvaluableextensionofwhatwemightc

allthetechnologiesoflanguage acquisitionthat have been used toteach 

students the 

basicsofEnglishlearninginelementaryandhighschoolorinstitute. 

According to Eva & Mira (2018), the movie is a moving 

picturethat is taken by the camera for the cinema, and the TV. The 

somethingentertainingandalsoprojectedonascreenthatcombinesastory,

scenes, history, incident and also music. Sadiman (2009), states that 

amoviealsoisaneffectivemediumintheteaching-learningprocess 
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because it stimulates students with both receptive skills (listening 

andreading) and productive skills (speaking and writing) by seeing 

thepictureandlearningtheaudio. 

According to Pratiwi & Ayu (2020), watching English 

movies,especially with English subtitles, will enhance vocabulary and 

speakingskills. Ebrahimi & Bazaee (2016) states that the use of movie 

subtitlehasbeenproventobemoreeffectiveatimprovingoverallcomprehe

nsionthanthenon-subtitledmovie.Moviesubtitlesmayoffer a new 

pathway for language learning and understanding; the useof movie 

subtitles proves to be more successful than the non-subtitledmovies in 

enhancing overall understanding. According to Faqe 

(2017),watchingfilmswithEnglishsubtitleswillenhancethelearningofvoc

abulary and enable learners to gain vocabulary. It also helps 

learnaboutEnglish words,grammar, idioms,andnewslang. 

Habit is a routine behavior that is repeated regularly and 

tendsto happen without realizing it. According to Riandi (2016), habits 

areactivities or attitudes that exist in man both physically and mentally 

bydoingitrepeatedlyandinthelongterm.Ahabitisaneventorexperience in 

life that is repeated over and over, from time to time,fromyeartoyear. 

The habit of watching movies provide opportunities to 

studylanguage about vocabulary. Moreover, students should have a 

scheduleforit.Inordertotheycangetnewvocabularyandfindmuchinforma

tion about grammar to help language skill. Sometimes they 

alsowillfindproblemswiththestructure,anddifficultnewvocabularybase

donthedialoguebythenativespeaker.Then,theycanlookforthe solution to 

the problems by asking the teacher or looking for theotherreferent. 

Habituation is a type of non-associative learning in which 

theprobabilityofabehavioralresponsedecreaseswithtimewhena 
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stimulus is repeated. Larsen, Feerman, & Anderson (2013) state 

thatlanguagelearningisahabit-

formingprocess.While,Femalinda&Mariska (2021), habit is a condition 

of behavior that is replicated 

dailyandunconsciously.Habituallearningisthelearningthatusesrepetitio

nasthewayoftheirlearning.Studentsusetheactivitythatcanhelpthemimpr

ovetheirlearninganddoitcontinuously.SoIconcludedthathabitisanactivit

ythatiscontinuouslyandusuallyconductedbypeoplebecauseoftheirintere

sts. 

According to Syafi'i (2013), there was a positive effect of 

habitwatching English movies on students’ vocabulary mastery. In 

addition,a study conducted by Dhamarullah (2016) analyzed the 

relationshipbetween movie-watching activity and listening skills. 

Found out 

thatthestudydisplayednegativerelationshipbetweenstudents'movie-

watchingactivity andtheirlisteningskills. 

The researcher is interested to choose SMP Muhammadiyah 

1Palembang as an object of this research because the researcher 

hasdone PLP in SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Palembang and interviewed 

theteacher of English SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Palembang. The result 

wasshowed that the students had lack of vocabulary mastery and not 

ableto identify word meanings. Meanwhile, the teachers did not used 

thegoodmedia available. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher conducted 

theresearch under the title"The Correlation between Habit in 

WatchingEnglish Movies and Vocabulary Mastery of the Seventh Grade 

Students ofSMPMuhammadiyah1Palembang". 
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B. FormulationoftheProblem 

Theproblemoftheresearchwasformulated“Wasthereanysignificantcorr

elationbetweenthehabitof watchingEnglishmoviesandvocabulary mastery of 

the seventh grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah 1Palembang?” 

C. ObjectiveoftheResearch 

Basedontheproblemsabove, theobjectiveofthe research: 

 

Tofindoutwhetherornottherewasanysignificantcorrelationbetween 

the habit of watching English movies and vocabulary mastery of theseventh-

gradestudentsofSMP Muhammadiyah1Palembang. 

 
D. SignificanceoftheResearch 

Hopefully, the results of the research would be useful for the 

students,teachers,researcher, andanotherresearchers. 

Theresearcherhopestothestudentsthattheresearchresultsexpected to 

be able to inform the student’s habit of watching English 

movieandvocabularymastery. 

1. Forthestudents 

The students could be motivated and encouraged to learn 

vocabularyseriously so that they can work with various text types 

without muchdifficulty. 

2. Fortheteacher 

Hopefully, this research can provide valuable information to 

teachersabout how crucial the habit in watching English movie and 

vocabularymastery and finding of this research could inform them 

about habit 

inwatchingEnglishmoviethatisneededtolearnvocabularymastery. 

3. Fortheresearcherherselfandotherresearcher 

Theresultoftheresearchcangivevaluableinformation,moreexperiencea

ndknowledgetoresearcherasacandidateEnglish 



7 
 

 

 

teacher indid a research.The result of this research is also 

expectedtogivefeedbacktotheotherresearchertoconductsimilarresearc

h. 

 
 

E. Hypotheses of the Research. 

The hypothesis in this research is the correlation between the habit 

ofwatching movies and their vocabulary mastery of the seventh grade 

studentsof SMP Muhammadiyah 1 Palembang. To test the hypothesis, the 

alternativehypothesis(Hα)andthenullhypothesis(Hο) areformulatedasfollows: 

 

1. The alternative hypothesis(Hα) 

There was a significant correlation between habit in watching 

englishmovie and their vocabulary mastery to the seventh grade 

students ofSMPMuhammadiyah 1Palembang. 

2. The null hypothesis(Hο) 

Therewasnosignificantcorrelationbetweenhabitinwatchingenglish 

movie and students vocabulary mastery to the seventh 

gradestudentsof SMP Muhammadiyah1Palembang. 
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