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ABSTRACT

Tarmizi, M. (2023). Using Crossword Puzzle Game In Increasing The
Seventh-Grade Students' Vocabulary Mastery At MTs Al- Hidayah Muara
Telang. Thesis English Education Study Program Sarjana Degree (S1), Faculty
of Teacher Training and Education Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang,
Advisor: (I) Masagus Sulaiman, S.Pd., M.Pd. (II) Dr. Sri Hartati, M.Pd.

Keywords: Crossword Puzzle Game, Increasing, Vocabulary Mastery.

This thesis is entitled "Using Crossword Puzzle Games In Increasing The
Seventh-Grade Students' Vocabulary Mastery at MTs Al- Hidayah Muara
Telang." the problem of this study is crossword puzzle effective in increasing
seventh-grade students' vocabulary mastery at MTs Al- Hidayah Muara
Telang. The objective of this study was to determine whether or not
crossword puzzle games are effective in increasing seventh-grade students'
vocabulary mastery at MTs Al- Hidayah Muara Telang. This research used a
pre-experimental design. The population of this study was the seventh-grade
students of MTs Al- Hidayah Muara Telang, with a total of 67 students. The
sample of this research was 33 students selected through total sampling. The
data obtained were analyzed by using matched t-test in manual calculating.
The result of t-test calculation in the pretest and posttest class matched t test
that the final score in the pretest and posttest (D2) was 28825, and the
differences between the score in pretest and posttest (D) was 885 the standard
deviation was 28.083,30, The denominator standard error of differences
between two means was 4.88. The value of t-obtained was 5,521 at the
significant level p<0,05 and the degree of freedom (df) = 33 (33-1), t-table
was 2,037 since the value t-obtained was higher than t-table. In the result, the
null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected, and the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was
accepted. It means using crossword puzzle games in increasing the seventh-
grade students’ vocabulary mastery at MTs Al- Hidayah Muara Telang was
effective
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents the background of the study, formulation of the
problem, objective of the study, significance of the study, and the hypotheses.

A. Background of the Study

English is becoming increasingly important in Indonesia as it is used for
different purposes, such as teaching, culture, etc. In Indonesia, English is a one
of foreign language which is taught in elementary school, junior high school,
and senior high school. Many years ago, the material of English was
emphasized in the structure of language, and the students hoped to be able to
recall the pattern of tenses. It is too hard for the students, and it makes
students lazy to learn English. Besides that, the students are unable to speak
English, and it is caused them students need more vocabulary.

Vocabulary is a fundamental need for supporting learners to master
English. Susanto & Fazlinda (2016) stated Learning vocabulary is essential
when learning a foreign language. New words are emphasized all too often,
whether in books or oral communication. Vocabulary is central to language
teaching and important to language learners(p.182). The students must
continuously learn words as they learn the structure and practice the sound
system. The students must have good vocabulary knowledge because
vocabulary is the core of communication, learning, and thinking.

Vocabulary is one of the components of English. Susanto (2017) says
that vocabulary is essential for learners to understand the language.
Vocabulary is needed to express your thoughts and understand what others
are saying (P.4). it means mastery means complete knowledge or great skill
that makes someone a master in certain subjects.

Moreover, Rivers (1998) stated that learning a language without

vocabulary mastery was not easy. Learning vocabulary is an essential part for



Mastering a second language. If students want to master language skills
such as listening, speaking, reading, and writing, students need to have a large
number of vocabularies. With a limited vocabulary, students will also have a
limited understanding of language skills. In other words, mastery of alanguage
means the ability to use or even understand the words of a language.

Based on the researcher's observations and interview with the teacher
of MTs Al -Hidayah Muara telang, it is found three reasons, they are 1) the
students still have difficulties speaking English because their vocabulary is still
limited, 2) the student has less motivation in learning because they feel bored
in learning English, 3) the teacher still used the old strategy, so the student is
not interested in learning at the class.

A teacher should plan a good exercise or a way of teaching vocabulary
so that the students will understand the learning process well. As a result, a
teacher should have more attention to the strategies to enhance students'
vocabulary. Teachers have an important role in improving the student's
achievement in the teaching-learning process. The teachers must know the
condition of the students. On the other hand, the method has an important role
in the teaching-learn process. The method that the teacher uses can make
students enjoy learning.

Considering that situation, the researcher gave a solution to increase
the student's vocabulary mastery for the seventh-grade students of MTs Al-
Hidaya Muara telang, so later, the students will be able to master English well.
The solution is to use a crossword puzzle game. Crossword puzzle game offers
a challenge that will motivate students to try to fulfill the puzzle. It gives many
opportunities for the students to practice and repeat the sentence pattern and
vocabulary. Certainly, the crossword puzzle game is a kind of game that will
make the teaching-learning process more attractive than before. The students
will feel fun, relaxed, and enjoyable, and they will memorize the vocabulary in
a different way, that is, by rewriting them.

Lestari & Yulia(2018) state Crossword puzzles would help students to
improve their vocabulary. Crossword puzzles can help the students have more

effort to guess the answer so they can finish the game quickly and correctly so



they would be the winner (p.72). So, the researcher chooses a crossword
puzzle to teach vocabulary. The crossword puzzle can train the student's brain
to recall new words. Moreover, the students will learn English by sharing it
with their friends to finish the crossword puzzle.

All of the above explanations inspire the researcher to do experimental
research because the researcher wants to know how far crossword puzzle can
enhance students' vocabulary mastery and meets the students in MTs Al-
Hidayah. So the researcher conducted experimental research titled: Using
Crossword Puzzle Game In Increasing The Seventh Grade Students'

Vocabulary Mastery At MTs Al-Hidayah Muara Telang."

B. Formulation of the Problem

The problem of this study was formulated into the following question:
Is crossword puzzles effective in Increasing the Seventh Grade Students’

Vocabulary Mastery at MTs Al-Hidayah Muara Telang?

C. Objective of the Study
The objective of the study was to determine whether or not crossword
puzzles are effective in Increasing Seventh Grade students' Vocabulary

Mastery at MTs Al-Hidayah Muara Telang.

D. Significance of the Study
The results of this study are expected to be beneficial both theoretically
and practically :
1. For the researcher himself
By conducting this research, the researcher will have a better
understanding of activities that can improve more abilities in students'
English learning, especially in vocabulary.
2. Students
For students (at school and at university), this study is designed to make

teaching techniques that are creative and better in front of the class.
3



Demonstration techniques can improve students' thinking power in
discussion and learning in class.

3. Teachers
This research is useful for teachers to teach English in an interesting and
fun way. From this research, the teacher will know what students are
thinking and responding to when they are in class.

4. Other researchers Hopefully, this research can be a reference for other
researchers to conduct research, especially for researchers who want to

conduct the same case study related to this research.

E. Hypotheses of the Study

In this research, the researcher proposes two hypotheses, namely the
null hypothesis(Ho) and the alternative hypothesis (Ha). The hypotheses of this
study are stated below.
(Ho): It is not effective to use crossword puzzles in increasing the seventh-
grade students' Vocabulary Mastery at MTs Al- Hidayah Muara Telang.
(Ha): It is Effective to use crossword puzzles in Increasing the seventh-grade

students' vocabulary mastery at MTs Al -Hidatyah Muara Telang
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