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ABSTRACT

Azzahra, Ikhtari, 2022. The Effect of Active Learning Strategy in Teaching
Narrative Reading Comprehension to the Eighth Grade Students at SMP
Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang. Thesis, English Education Study Program,
Sarjana Degree (S1), Faculty of Teacher Training and Education, Universitas
Muhammadiyah Palembang, Advaisor (1) Sherly Marliasari, S.Pd., M.Pd., (2)
Dian Septarini, S.Pd., M.Pd.

Keyword: Teaching, Reading Comprehension, Active Learning Strategy.

This thesis is entitled "The Effect of Active Learning Strategy in Teaching
Narrative Reading Comprehension at SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang". The
problem of this study was whether or not there was effective to teach reading
comprehension by using active learning strategy at SMP Muhammadiyah 6
Palembang. The objective of this study was to find out whether or not there
was effective to teach reading comprehension by using active learning strategy
at SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang. This study used experimental design.
The population of this study was eighth grade students of SMP
Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang, with the total number 37 students. The sample
of this study was 37 students which taken selected through convenience non
random sampling technique. The data obtained were analyzed by paired
sample t-test in SPSS (Statistical Package for the Social Science) 2.010. The
result of t-test obtained was 20.839 and it was higher than the critical value of
t-table was 1.688 with (df) n= 36 at the level of significance 0.05 (5%) for two
-tailed test. It could be concluded that the alternative hypothesis (Ha) was
accepted and the null hypothesis (Ho) was rejected, because t-obtained was
higher than the value of t-table. It means that it was effective to teach reading
comprehension by using active learning strategy at SMP Muhammadiyah 6
Palembang.
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CHAPTERI
INTRODUCTION

This chapter presents (1) background, (2) problem of the study, (3)
limitation of the study, (4) formulation of the study, (5) objective of the study,
(6) significance of the study, (7) hypothesis of the study.

A. Background

English has become a very important language along with the
development of science and technology. It is an access into the era of
globalization. Good human resources must speak English in order to compete
on a global scale. As a result, English is currently taught in many countries at

the very beginning of the educational process.

In Indonesia, English is the first foreign language taught. The purpose
of teaching English is to provide students the ability to speak, read, write, and
listen in English. The pupils' motivation is indicated by their ability to speak
in English. One of the skills which has important for the students is reading,
many students often have reading skill as one of their most important goals,
students often think that it is easier to obtain information from written text
by reading without comprehending.

According to Medina (2012), reading is important because it is one of
the most frequently used language skills in everyday life, as Witnessed by the
use of internet students search for information through the web and most of
it is published in English (p.81). As we know, learning a foreign language is
more difficult than learning a national language or learning a mother tongue
because the foreign language has completely different aspects which should
be understood by the students or the learners, such as pronunciation,
spelling, and the cultural background of the language. As a foreign language,
English is difficult to learn.

Indonesia ranks 62 out of 70 countries related to literacy levels, or is in

the bottom 10 countries that have low literacy levels. The results of the



assessment conducted by the Ministry of Education and Culture
(Kemendikbud) namely the "Indonesian National Assessment Program", only
6.06 percent of students in the country who have good reading skills. The
remaining 47.11 percent are sufficient and 46.83 percent have poor reading
skills. Students' reading interest is still low as evidenced by the difficulty of
students understanding reading, students have difficulty in understanding

story questions.

Kasim and Raisha (2017), propose that reading comprehension is also
simply known as a kind of thinking which requires the reader to make
inferences from the text. Without using her thinking process, the reader may
not attain any or all the information and may not wholly understand the text”
(p-311). From the definition, it can be concluded that reading comprehension
is an activity carried out to obtain information in a text so that the content of

text can be understood properly.

According to Marianne (2007), says that teaching reading skills to non-
native speakers of English involves unique problems and challenges at all
conceivable levels of instruction. Reading is the most difficult language skill
to teach oritinvolves so many different elements, mechanical eye movement,
grammar, vocabulary, phonetics spelling, and intellectual comprehension
(p-33). It means that difficulties or obstacles faced in the process of teaching
and learning reading are not the only reason to let the condition persist
where the mastery of reading skills cannot be mastered by most of the
students. A teacher, as one of the determiners in achieving instructional
objectives' outcomes, should consider some teaching strategies that can be

used to accomplish this.

There are many various teaching models that can be used by the
teachers to help the students in comprehending the text. One of the strategies
is active learning strategy. It was strategy which can help the students
understand the meaning of the text when they get stuck with certain words

or certain sentences.



According to Warsono, Hariyanto (2012), a teaching strategy known as
active learning involves students actively in the learning process. Active
learning conditions students always have meaningful learning experiences
and always think about what they can do during learning. Active learning
involves students to do something and think about something they are doing
(p-12) Active learning aims to teach students how to be engaged, complete
several assignments, make the most of their brainpower, understand
concepts, solve issues, and apply what they have learned. Every students
needs active learning, students will rapidly forget what has been spoken if
they have a tendency to be passive or simply take from the teacher.

Through reading the students can be motivated to increase their
abilities in comprehending the material given. However, it still needs to be
proved through a scientific research. This matter also happens to the
students in SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang. As the researcher has
observed the students in that school, the researcher found that the teacher
just give traditional method in every time schedule subject, and then they did
some task given by the teacher until she gave a score for them and so on, it
seems boredom for them, and the students were lazy to memorize the words,
and practice English in their daily life. Thus, they are lack of vocabulary and
do not know the meaning when comprehend the text.

Based on the statement above, the researcher believes that student
active learning strategy will directly deal with how to build up students'
interest and motivation to increase their reading achievement as well as
enjoyable. Based on the description above, the researcher would like to
conduct a research entitled “The Effect of Active Learning Strategy in
Teaching Narrative Reading Comprehension to The Eighth Grade
Students of SMP Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang.”



B. Problem of the Study

Based on background above, the problem of research focused on the
effectiveness of teacher by using Active learning strategy in teaching narrative
reading comprehension to the eighth grade students of SMP Muhammadiyah
6 Palembang.

C. Limitation of the Study

In line with the identification of the problems, the focused of the
research was on the effectiveness of Active Learning Strategy in Teaching
Narrative Reading Comprehension to the eighth grade students of SMP
Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang.

D. Formulation of the Study

Based on the limitation of the problem, this research was formulated on
the following question “was it effective to teach reading comprehension by
using student active learning strategy to the eighth grade students of SMP
Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang?”

E. Objective of the Study

Based on the formulation of the problems above, objective of the research
was to find out “whether or not it is effective to teach reading narrative text by
using active learning strategy to the eighth grade students of SMP
Muhammadiyah 6 Palembang”.



F. Significance of the Study

The researcher hopes the result of this study. First, the researcher hopes
this researcher will be benefit for the writer herself, it is expected to give
writer a good experience and enlarge her knowledge in conducting a scientific
study. Second, for the students, that the result of this study can increase the
students’ ability to comprehend the reading text by using student Active
Learning Strategy. Third, for the teachers of English, that the result of this
study would be useful for the teachers of English to have an alternative way of
teaching reading comprehension. The last, the result of this study is expected
to be a source and a guide for other researcher when they would like to
conduct a similar research, the researcher hopes they will receive a better
result than this study, and that the rsult of this research will give information
and contribution to the other researchers so that they can apply the active

learning of teaching reading comprehension.

G. Hypotheses of the Research

According to Arikunto (2013), a hypothesis is a tentative answer to a
research question. The writer proposes two hypotheses in this study, namely
the null hypotheses (Ho) and the alternative hypotheses (Ha) (p.110). The

hypothesis of the research presented as follows:

1. Null Hypothesis (Ho) : There is no significant effect of applying active
learning strategy in reading narrative text.
2. Alternative Hypothesis (Ha) : There is a significant effect of applying active

learning strategy in reading narrative text.



