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ABSTRACT 

 

Erliani, N. N. P. 2022. Reading Strategies Used by the Students in Comprehending 

the English Text: A Case Study of University of PGRI Palembang. Thesis, English 

Education Study Program, Sarjana Degree (S1), Faculty of Teacher Training 

and Education, Universitas Muhammadiyah Palembang, Advisors: (1) Prof. Dr. 

Indawan Syahri, M. Pd., (2) Asti Gumartifa, S. Pd., M. Pd. 

Keywords : Reading, reading strategies, reading comprehension 

 

The objectives of this study were to investigate the students’ strategies in 
comprehending the English reading text and the reason why the students used 
those strategies. The participant of this study was the second semester student 
of English education of University of PGRI Palembang. This study presented a 
qualitative descriptive approach based on the theory of the case study. A semi-
structured interview used as a main data source. The data were analyzed using 
data collection, data reduction, data display and verification. The data revealed 
that various strategies used by the students in comprehending the text. 
Furthermore, the dominant reading strategies used by the students was the 
habitual translation, while the less reading strategies was guessing the 
meaning of the text. Moreover, several reasons also reported on this study. One 
of the reasons was the habitual learning outcomes. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

This chapter presents background of the study, formulation of the problem, 

objective of the study, and significance of the study 

 

A. Background of the Study  

Reading is one of the language skills that should be mastered in order to 

comprehend meaning from varied texts (Connors-Tadros, 2014). Reading 

skill is essential for lives. Students are able to enrich the new knowledge by 

having the ability of reading. Moreover, reading proficiency is needed for the 

students because it is able to make the students convenient to perceive and 

comprehend the content or message. As noted by Gambrell, Malloy, and 

Mazzoni (2007) that reading means constructing meaning from texts, using 

textual information to build conceptual understanding, communicating ideas 

effectively orally and in writing (p. 13). 

Comprehension is the process of perceiving information from content to 

the reader’s thoughts or comprehension is how the students grasp and obtain 

some details from the content. In fact, students can read but they cannot 

comprehend the message of the text. This statement is supported by Schmitt 

(2011), teachers frequently complain that their students are able to read, but 

they do not understand (p.20). It means that many students are good at 

reading or students also may be able to read dozen words even thousand 

words, but students cannot understand even interpret the information or 

message by the text that students have read. This phenomenon can be said 

crucial for the students and should have more attention in education field. 

Because the key point of reading skill is comprehension (Nation, 2019). If the 

students are not able to comprehend the content, this actively demonstrate 

that the goal of reading itself is not accomplished. 

In fact, based on the data of Programme for International Student 

Assessment (PISA), it shows that Indonesia is ranked 72nd out of 77 countries 

(Kurnia, 2019). It is followed by the statement that had given by the President 

https://www.liputan6.com/news/read/4123344/cerita-viralnya-naskah-pidato-nadiem-makarim
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of Indonesia, Joko Widodo, in a conference on Indonesia's Ranking 

Improvement Strategy in the Programme for International Student 

Assessment (PISA) in 2020, he states “Namun, laporan yang saya terima skor 

rata-rata PISA tahun 2018 menurun di 3 bidang kompetensi dengan penurunan 

terbesar di bidang membaca”. The statement also followed by the data that 

demonstrates the reading proficiency got the low score even its position. The 

rank of reading ability is 74 and the score is 371, which means the reading skill 

is the lowest among the other competence. Thus, it implies that reading ability 

of the students in Indonesia is literally concerned.  

In terms of understanding reading texts, as the EFL (English as Foreign 

Language) learners, students need some strategies that may help students to 

wrap students mind around and students may interpret about the information 

or knowledge from the text that students have read. In college level, reading 

activities become more difficult because the lesson provides complex concept 

and information. For this reason, the students require some strategies to grasp 

the whole text critically.  

Reading strategies are essential to develop students’ comprehension 

(McKown & Barnett, 2007). Furthermore, the reading strategies are supposed 

to be significant skills that have received the privileged concentrate on 

students’ reading comprehension ability (Gilakjani & Sabouri, 2016). Huang 

(2009) also note that the effective use of reading strategies has been 

recognized as an important way to improve reading comprehension (p.13). 

Reading comprehension strategies can assist readers to keep in mind the 

keywords, distinguish the necessary and unnecessary information, figure out 

the main idea and remarks on the subject (Cogmen & A. Seda Saracaloglu, 

2009).  

Since the researcher conducted the interview and observation with the 

head of English Education study program in University of PGRI Palembang, the 

researcher found that almost in the category of good to very good predicates 

in reading lesson. This is followed by the evidence of their learning outcomes 

in the past year. 
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On the other hand, getting a good score in reading lesson is not a simple 

task. Because many students do not know even use the reading strategy in 

learning activities. As stated by Park (2010), many college students struggle 

and also have difficulties in reading because they rarely open the English 

textbooks. In addition, the students do not obtain an opportunity to expand 

their academic English reading skills and college in their previous level of 

education. In other words, the college students are lack of experience in 

reading comprehension skills. 

Considering the problems above, this research investigates the students, 

especially for the second semester students of English education study 

program of University of PGRI Palembang strategies used in comprehending 

the English text.  

B. Formulation of the Problem 

1. What are reading strategies used by the second semester students of 

English education study program of PGRI University of Palembang in 

comprehending the English texts? 

2. Why do the second semester students of English education study 

program of PGRI University of Palembang use those strategies in 

comprehending the English texts? 

C. Objective of the Study  

In keeping the problem, objectives of the research were defined: 

1. To describe the pattern of strategies used by the second semester 

students of English Education Study Program of PGRI University of 

Palembang in comprehending the English texts. 

2. To explain the reason why the second semester students of English 

Education Study Program of PGRI University of Palembang use those 

strategies in comprehending the English texts. 

D. Significance of The Study 

The significance of this study is: 

1. The Researcher Herself 
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This study could help the researcher to enlarge the knowledge, 

especially about reading strategies that college student used to 

comprehend the text. 

2. English Teachers 

This study could help the teachers to evaluate which is the best 

strategies used by the students especially in reading class. 

3. Students 

This study could help students to build their motivation to find out 

students’ way in learn English. Likewise, this study could make 

students feel enjoy and easy to understand the lessons even get a good 

score, especially in reading class. 

4. Other Researchers 

This study could be a source of reference for further research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

21 
 

REFERENCES 

Afflerbach, P., Pearson, P. D., & Paris, S. G. (2008). Clarifying differences between 

reading skills and reading strategies. The Reading Teacher, 61(5), 364–373. 

https://doi.org/10.1598/rt.61.5.1 

Ali, H. (2012). The Use of Silent Reading in Improving Students’ Reading 

Comprehension and Their Achievement in TOEFL Score at Private English 

Course. International Journal of Basic and Applied Science. 1(1), 47-52.  

Alharbi, F. (2015). Writing for Learning to Improve Students’ Comprehension at 

the College Level. English Language Teaching. 8(5), 222-234. 

http://dx.doi.org/10.5539/elt.v8n5p222 

Artis, A. B. (2008). Improving Marketing Students’ Reading Comprehension with 

SQ3R Method. Journal of Marketing Education. 30(2). 130-137. 

Bang, H. J., & Zhao, C. G. (2007). Reading strategies used by advanced Korean and 

Chinese ESL graduate students: A case study. The Reading Matrix, 7(1). 

Brown, H. D. (2002). Language Assesment Principles and Classroom Practice (4th 

ed.). Jakarta: Longman.  

Cogmen, S., & A. Seda Saracaloglu. (2009). Students’ usage of reading strategies in 

the faculty of education. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 1(1), 248–

251. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2009.01.045 

Connors-Tadros, L. (2014). Definitions and approaches to measuring reading 

proficiency. Center on Enhancing Early Learning Outcomes, 1–7. 

http://www.nichd.nih.gov/about/org/der/branches/cdbb/Pages/nationalr

eadingpanelpubs.aspx 

Creswell, J. W. (2012). Educational Research: Planning, Conducting and Evaluating 

Quantitative and Qualitative Reseacrh (4th ed.). Pearson Education Inc. 

Davies, W. (2000). Understanding Strategy. Strategy & Leadership, 28 (5), 25-30. 



 
 

21 
 

https://doi:10.1108/10878570010379428 

Fischer, S. R. (2003). A history of reading. London: Reaktion.  

Gambrell, L. B., Malloy, J. A., & Mazzoni, S. A. (2007). Evidence-based best practices 

for comprehensive literacy instruction. In L. B. Gambrell, L. M. Morrow, & M. 

Pressley (Eds.), Best practices in literacy instruction (pp. 11-29). NY: The 

Guilford Press. 

Gilakjani, A. P., & Sabouri, N. B. (2016). How can students improve their reading 

comprehension skill? Journal of Studies in Education, 6(2), 229–240. 

https://doi.org/10.5296/jse.v6i2.9201 

Gumartifa. A & Adawiyah. D. (2022). Correlation of Attitudes and Perceptions in 

Intermediate Reading Class Students, University of Muhammadiyah 

Palembang. JELLT (Journal of English Language and Language Teaching), 6(1), 

30-39. https://doi.org/10.36597/jellt.v6i1.12151 

Huang, H. chou, Chern, C. lan, & Lin, C. cheng. (2009). EFL learners’ use of online 

reading strategies and comprehension of texts: An exploratory study. 

Computers and Education, 52(1), 13–26. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.compedu.2008.06.003 

Hock, M & Mellard, D. (2005). Reading Comprehension Strategies for Adult 

Literacy Outcomes. Journal of Adolescent  & Adult Literacy, 49(3), 192-200. 

https://doi.org/10.1598/JAAL.49.3.3 

Klingner, J. K. Vaughn, S., & Boardman. A. (2007). Teaching Reading 

Comprehesnsion to Students with Learning Difficulties. New York, NY: The 

Guilford Press. 

Küçükoğlu, H. (2013). Improving Reading Skills Through Effective Reading 

Strategies. Procedia - Social and Behavioral Sciences, 70, 709–

714. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sbspro.2013.01.113 



 
 

21 
 

Kurnia, T. (2019). Skor Terbaru PISA: Indonesia Merosot di Bidang Membaca, Sains, 

dan Matematika - Global Liputan6.com (pp. 1–3). LIPUTAN6. 

https://www.liputan6.com/global/read/4126480/skor-terbaru-pisa-

indonesia-merosot-di-bidang-membaca-sains-dan-matematika 

McKown, B. S., & Barnett, B. S. (2007). Improving reading comprehension through 

higher-order thinking skills. IEEE Communications Letters. 

http://ieeexplore.ieee.org/document/6287494/ 

Mc.Namara, S. D. (2007). Reading Comprehension Strategies. NewYork: Lawrene 

Erlbaum Associates. 

Miles, M. B., Huberman, A. M. & Saldana, J. (2014) Qualitative Data Analysis: A 

Methods Sourcebook. Sage, London. 

Nation, K. (2019). Children’s reading difficulties, language, and reflections on the 

simple view of reading. Australian Journal of Learning Difficulties, 24(1), 47–

73. https://doi.org/10.1080/19404158.2019.1609272 

Nugrahani. F (2014). Metode Penelitian Kualitatif dalam Penelitian Bahasa. 

Surakarta. 

Nunan, D. (2003). Practical English Language Center. NewYork: The Graw Hill 

Company Inc. 

Park. Y. (2010). Korean EFL College Students' Reading Strategies Use to 

Comprehend Authentic Expository/Technical Texts in English. Department 

of Curriculum and Teaching, University of Kansas. 

Polit, D. & Beck, C. (2004). Nursing Research: Principle and Methods. (7th ed.). 

Philadelphia: J.B. Lippincott Company. 

Richards, C. J. & Renandya, A. W. (2002). Methodology in Language Teaching, 

United States: Cambridge University Press. 

Sarimanah, E. (2016). Effectiveness of PQ4R Metacognitive Strategy Based 



 
 

21 
 

Reading Leaning Models in Junior High School. International Journal of 

Language Education and Culture Review, 2(1), 74-81. 

https://doi.org/10.21009/IJLECR.021.08 

Schmitt, N., Jiang, X., & Grabe, W. (2011). The percentage of words known in a text 

and reading comprehension. Modern Language Journal, 95(1), 26–43. 

https://doi.org/10.1111/j.1540-4781.2011.01146.x 

Snow, C. E (2002). Reading for Understanding: Toward an R&D Program in Reading 

Comprehension. RAND. 

Wahyuningsih, S. (2013). Metode Penelitian Studi Kasus. Madura: UTM Press. 

Wright, M., & Brown, P. (2006). Reading in a modern foreign language: Exploring 

the potential benefits of reading strategy instruction. The Language Learning 

Journal, 1(33), 22–33. https://doi.org/10.1080/09571730685200071 

Yin, R. (2003). Case Study Research: Design and Methods (3rd edition). California: 

Thousands Oaks. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


