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 The title of this thesis was “The Correlation between Self-Confidence and 

Speaking Achievement of Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 Air 

Sugihan”. The problem of this research was “Is there any significant correlation 

between self-confidence and speaking achievement of eleventh grade students of 

SMA Negeri 1 Air Sugihan?” the objective of this research was “to find out 

whether or not there is significant correlation between self-confidence and 

speaking achievement of eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Air Sugihan”. 

The participant of this research was eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Air 

Sugihan. The sample of this research was 52 students. The data were collected 

through a ready-made questionnaire and speaking test.The result of the test was 

analyzed by using Pearson Product Moment Correlation. Based on the data 

analyses (r-obtained=0.1.000) was higher than (r-table=237). It means that it has a 

significant correlation between self-confidence and speaking achievement of 

Eleventh Grade Students’ of SMA Negeri 1 Air Sugihan. 
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CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

 This chapter presents: (1) background of the research, (2) problems of the 

research, (3) objectives of the research, and (4) significance of the research. 

A. Background 

 English is considered as a global language since the most people in the 

world use it. Furthermore, English is considered Lingua Franca, which means that 

English is used to communicate between groups of people who speak different 

languages. Moreover, English is also used for communication, business, education 

and opportunity in general. According to Arango (2015), the importance of 

English cannot be denied in the globalization era. According to Sara (2015), 

Speaking has become an essential skill that educational systems have to focus on 

by which students can pool or exchange information, share ideas and learn more 

about Language (p.7). Thus, mastering speaking is an essential skill as a tool to 

get smooth communication. According to Richards (2008), speaking is one of the 

productive skills, which means the students’ ability to use and communicate 

through a language effectively (p.19). Hence, speaking is not only through using 

the language, but it can also be via non-verbal language including body language 

or gesture. 

 Kazemi, Bahremi, and Zarei (2014) argue that it is not easy to master 

speaking. It does not only need grammatical apprehension and vocabulary 

memorization. According to Gurler (2015), speaking as a partial output, it is also 
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found some internal and external barriers, such as psychological and attitudinal, as 

an internal, while some are external such as physiological, physical systematic 

barriers.  Gurler also asserts that lack of self-confidence can be thought of as a 

psychological barrier that makes it learner hard to speak foreign Language.  

 According to Eldred, Ward, Snowdon and Dutton (2004), Self-confidence 

is one of the keys to the successful development of literacy, Language, and 

numeracy skills through the skills for life strategy (p.6). It means that self-

confidence is very important to be developed effectively. Moreover, Rosyada 

(2014) said self-confidence is a personal factor that plays a supportive role in 

achieving of foreign language learning (p.3). Therefore, self-confidence is an 

essential quality that foreign language learner must-have. Consequently, in 

learning a language, the learners have to be aware of the importance of self-

confidence in affecting them in language learning in to increase their self-

confidence to support and facilitate their language learning. 

 Burton and Platts (2006) defined self-confidence as self-assuredness; it 

relates to humans’ belief in their ability to perform to a certain standard (p.10). 

Which means that self-confidence is an essential attitude that makes learners have 

a positive perception of their abilities? According to Sara (2015), when foreign 

language learners believe in their abilities, the learners’ belief will be a facilitator 

in their learning and engage in the task without any interference, which hides 

them to participate in oral performance. Al- Hebaish (2012) state that self-

confidence is a personal factor that plays a supportive role in the learners’ 

achievement of foreign language learning. In other words, where there is self-
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confidence, there will be good communication. According to Goel and Aggarwal 

(2012), students who have high confidence will have positive and realistic 

perception of themselves and their abilities (p.90).  

 From these statements, it is concluded that self-confidence is very 

important for the learner to succeed in achievement. In the presence of self-

confidence, it will be more motivated and prefer to learn, so that students who 

have high confidence are more successful in producing a good achievement. 

Therefore, researchers researched The Correlation between Self-Confidence and 

Speaking Achievement of Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 Air Sugihan. 

B. Research Problem 

The problem is the correlation between self-confidence and speaking 

achievement of the Eleventh-grade Students SMA Negeri 1 Air Sugihan. 

C. Limitation Of The Research 

The limitation of the problem only focused on the correlation between self-

confidence and Speaking Achievement of the Eleventh-grade Students SMA 

Negeri 1 Air Sugihan. 

D. Formulation Of The Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem, the problem of this research 

formulated as follows “Is there any significant correlation between self-

confidence and speaking achievement of the Eleventh-grade Students of SMA 

Negeri 1 Air Sugihan?” 
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E. Objectives of the Research  

 In accordance with the problems above, this research aims to find out if 

there is a significant correlation between self-confidence and speaking 

achievement of the eleventh grade students of SMA Negeri 1 Air Sugihan. 

F. Significance of Research 

 There are several benefits that hopefully can be obtained by conducting 

this research. This research is expected to make the students aware of self- 

confidence and improve their self-confidence to reach the optimum result in their 

learning English, especially speaking. This research also expected to give 

additional information language teaching and learning, especially in 

understanding self-confidence related to the speaking skills.  

Hence, by understanding what self-confidence is and its  importance in 

speaking, it is expected that it can help the language instructors to find the solution 

on how to increase students’ self-confidence and facilitate the students in 

mastering speaking as the purpose of learning Language. Furthermore, this 

research is expected to provide and share valuable information to other 

researchers about self-confidence and its relationship to students’ speaking skills. 

G. Hypotheses 

The hypotheses of this research are as follow: 

Ha: There was significant correlation between Self-Confidence and 

Speaking      Achievement of Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 

Air Sugihan. 

    Ho: There was no significant correlation between self-confidence and    

Speaking Achievement of Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Negeri 1 
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Air Sugihan. 

 

H. Criteria for Testing the Hypotheses 

 Sugiyono (2016) mentions that the criteria of testing the hypotheses in 

measuring correlation are as follows: 

1. If the p-output is lower than 0,05, Ho  is rejected and Ha. So there is a 

correlation between Self -Confidence and speaking achievement.  

2. If the p-output is higher than 0,05, Ho  is accepted, and Ha  is rejected. 

So, there is no correlation between Self-Confidence and Speaking 

Achievement (p.2.57). 
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