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ABSTRACT 

Alfaruq, Ilham. 2020. The Influence of English Discussion Club Toward Students’ 

Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade of SMA UnggulNegeri 4 Palembang. Thesis, 

English Education Study Program Sarjana Degree (S1), Faculty of Teacher Training and 

Education, UniversitasMuhammadiyahPalembang. Advisors (1) Sri Yuliani, M.Pd., and 

(II) AndriamellaElfarissyah, M.Pd. 

 

Keywords: Influence, English Discussion Club, Speaking 

 

The title of this study was The Influence of English Discussion Club toward Students’ 

Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang. The 

problem of this study was “is there any significant influence of English Discussion Club 

toward Students’ Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 

4 Palembang?”. The Objective of this study was to find out whether or not there is 

significant influence or not English Discussion Club toward Students’ Speaking Ability at 

the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang. In this study, the 

method of research was regarded on a quantitative study. The population of this study was 

the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang in academic years 

2019/2020 and the total of students was 30 students for collecting the sample in population, 

the researcher used purposive sampling and there were 30 students at class XI MIA IV who 

followed English Discussion Club. In collecting the data, the researcher used the 

questionnaire and the speaking test to find the data. For analysis of data in questionnaire, 

the researcher used ready-made questionnaire as proposed by Baihaqi to calculate the data 

and there were 10 questions of questionnaire. In analysis of speaking test, the researcher 

used the rubric scoring to analyze the data as proposed by Brown in analysis of 

questionnaire test and the speaking test, the researcher used simple regression analysis to 

analyze the data. Based on the data analysis, it showed that coefficient value (R) was 0,145, 

it means that the correlation between English Discussion Club (X) that has a low influence 

toward Students’ Speaking Ability (Y) was 14,5%. While the determination of coefficient 

value in analysis was 0,021, it means that English Discussion Club (X) gave the 

contribution toward Students’ Speaking Ability (Y) 1,3% and 98,7% of data in result was 

influenced by other factors outside of  independent variable in this study. So it can be 

concluded that there was significant influence of English Discussion Club toward Students’ 

Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

This chapter presents (1) Background of the Study, (2) Problem of the Study, 

(3) Limitation of the Study, (4) Formulation of the Study, (5) Objective of the Study, 

(6) Significance of the Study, (7) Hypothesis of the Study, (8) and Criteria for Testing 

the Hypothesis. 

 

1.1. Background of the Study 

 

English is the world’s important language used by many people in daily life to 

communicate with foreigners and face the changes of globalization in new era, as 

stated by Lumetu and Runtuwene (2017) that English is one of the widely used 

languages in the world. As a tool of international communication, English is used for 

many purposes such as bureaucratic, academic, social, cultural, economic, religious, 

and many other purposes (p.1). It can be said that English becomes the dominant 

language to help many people in their affairs and purposes in various countries 

English has a status as unofficial language in communication. In some 

countries, English is also applied as unofficial language for people in their activities. 

In Indonesia, English is unofficial language and it is as a foreign language because 

there are so many local languages in every place of Indonesia that become culture 

language as a second language. As we know that English is a language that gives big 

impact for many people in communication of the world because they often use 
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English language each other especially for the students who want to learn English in 

improving their English skills at school. So they will use it in communication for 

their better future lives 

Speaking is one of four important skills in learning. As we know that there are 

four skills, they are listening, reading, speaking and writing. According to Kurniasih 

(2011), four language skills below are placed in four different sections, it does not 

mean that the four language skills are isolated process. It has relation each other 

especially in speaking as a connector language for communication because to express 

the people’s idea in speaking. In improving the ability of English especially in 

speaking, there are also the components such as vocabulary, grammar, pronunciation, 

fluency and comprehension (p.4). 

Moreover, according to Harmer (2007), speaking is the ability to speak fluently 

and presupposes not only knowledge of language feature, but also the ability to 

process information (p.287). In other hand, Speaking is important to the students who 

should have good communication skills in English so they can prepare it for their 

future careers in life. By dominating English language, students will access the 

information easily, know many cultures, develop knowledge, and also give the 

chances to develop their selves for getting better in facing the competition of global 

era. 

Brown and Yule (2008) state that speaking is the ability to speak the sounds of 

language to express or convey thoughts, ideas or feelings verbally (p.13). It means 

that speaking is about feeling to express thoughts and idea. In learning speaking, not 

all the students can speak well in English, as stated by Waki’ah (2014) that students 
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have some problems in speaking, there are lack of vocabulary, confused in organizing 

structure of the words, low in pronunciation and afraid of making mistakes (p.9). It 

was also based on the researcher’s experience that ever did PLP 3 at SMA Unggul 

Negeri 4 Palembang, he found that the students’ problems in speaking English and 

they were (1) the students were still nervous when they wanted to talk in front of the 

friends at class, (2) they could not arrange the words well when they wanted to speak, 

and (3)they still needed more motivation from the teacher because they still felt 

nervous and anxiety in speaking at class. 

Nowadays, English is the main subject for students in learning at school. To 

anticipate and overcome the students’ problems in English speaking ability, there was 

extracurricular at SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang to help them in improving their 

ability in speaking. Learning English at class is not only as a main subject for them 

but also there is one of extracurricular activities to support their study in English in 

school. According to Mulyasa in Fatimah (2014), extracurricular program is certain 

program held outside the school regular time to supporting and improving students’ 

competence (p.7).In this case, this school provided English Discussion Club for the 

students in supporting their speaking ability. So it is hoped that they will improve it 

better from the process of learning in school. 

English Discussion Club is one of the extracurricular activities at SMA Unggul 

Negeri 4 Palembang where carried out once a week outside the hours of learning in 

the evening. Malu and Smedley (2016) state that English club is a series of regularly 

scheduled meetings where members practice English and help the community solve 

problems (p.12). English club program is different from the activities of English 
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learning at the class in the morning. There were some activities conducted in English 

Discussion Club at SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang such as playing vocabulary by 

using game, singing a song and practicing in four-skills of English like listening, 

speaking, reading and writing.  

In analysis of this research, English Discussion Club was used by the researcher 

expect to know and find that there is influence or not for the Eleventh Grade Students 

in improving their speaking ability. English Discussion Club could be great way to 

train the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang in speaking. 

By providing English Discussion Club for the students, we expect that the students 

are able to have motivation for expressing feeling and mind so their speaking ability 

will be improved in school. 

So we can conclude that the English Discussion Club would give some benefits 

for the students in improving their speaking ability. Based on the explanations above, 

the researcher interested in conducting a research, entitled “The Influence of English 

Discussion Club toward Students’ Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade Students of 

SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang”. 

 

1.2. Problem of the Study 

The problem of this study was regarded on “the Influence of English 

Discussion Club toward Students’ Speaking Ability at Eleventh Grade Students of 

SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang.” 
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1.3. Limitation of the Study 

In line with the identification of the problem, the researcher limited on the 

Influence of English Discussion Club toward Students’ Speaking Ability at the 

Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang. 

 

1.4. Formulation of the Problem 

This study was formulated on the following question, as follow “is there any 

significant influence of English Discussion Club toward Students’ Speaking Ability 

at the Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang?” 

 

1.5.  Objective of the Study 

The objective of this study was to find out there is the influence or not English 

Discussion Club toward Students’ Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade Students of 

SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang. 

 

1.6. Significance of the Study 

The significance of this study are as follows 

1. For the Researcher 

The researcher gets more knowledge about the influence English Discussion 

Club toward Students’ Speaking Ability at Ten Grade Students of SMA 

Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang. 

2. For the Teacher 

In conducting this research, the researcher hopes it helps the teachers to find 

out the English discussion club influence the students’ speaking ability. 
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3. For other Researchers 

For other researchers who interested in conducting the same research, this 

research will be as they reference and also to help them to know how 

influence English Discussion Club toward Students’ Speaking Ability at 

Eleventh Grade Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang 

 

4. For the Students 

For the Students, the researcher hopes it can help the students to know about 

influence of English Discussion Club impact in speaking. 

 

1.7. Hypothesis 

According to Mourougan and  Sethuraman (2017), a research hypothesis is 

the statement created by researcher when they speculate upon the outcome of a 

researcher experiment (p.34). in this reseach, the researcher purposed two hypothesis 

namely the null hypothesis (Ho) and the alternative hypothesis (Ha)  The hypotheses 

of the study were started below : 

a. The Null Hypothesis (Ho): there is not any significant Influence of English 

Discussion Club Toward Students’ Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade 

Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang. 

b. The Alternative Hypothesis (Ha): there is a significant influence of English 

Discussion Club Toward Students’ Speaking Ability at the Eleventh Grade 

Students of SMA Unggul Negeri 4 Palembang 
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1.8. Criteria for Testing Hypothesis 

Testing Criteria is a form of decision making in accepting or rejecting the null 

hypothesis (Ho) by comparing the value of its distribution table (critical value), 

according to the form of the test. What is meant by the form of testing is the side or 

direction. 

1. The acceptance of Ho occurred if the value of the statistical test is smaller or 

greater than the positive or negative value of the α table or the statistical test 

value was outside the critical value. 

2. The rejection of Ho occurred if the value of the statistical test was greater or 

smaller than positive or negative value of the α table or the statistical test 

value was outside the critical value. 
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