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ABSTRACT 

Sekar Arum Sinatria Weli. 2020. An analysis of intrinsic and extrinsic elements in 

Jojo Moyes’ novel, Me Before You thesis, English Education Study Program, Sarjana 

Degree (S1), Faculty of Teacher Training and Education,  

Muhammadiyah University Palembang. Advisors: (1) Sri Yuliani, S.Pd., M.Pd. (2) 

Masagus Sulaiman, S.Pd., M.Pd. 

 

Key Words: analysis, intrinsic and extrinsic elements. 

 

The objectives of the study were to find out the intrinsic and extrinsic elements and 

the dominant elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel, Me before You. The writer used 

qualitative method in this research. The sources of this data were primary data and 

secondary data. In findings, the writer found that in intrinsic elements there were 

theme which told about love and sacrifice and also the value of life, plot that consists 

of exposition, raising action, conflict, climax, falling action and resolution that told 

about how Lou change better since with Will. Next, there were 23 characters in this 

novel, two as major characters and twenty one as minor characters. The setting of the 

novel referred to setting of time and place that happened in 2007 and 2009, began in 

England and end in Paris. Furthermore, point of view in this novel mostly used the 

first person’s view but then it switched to other characters. Besides, in extrinsic 

elements there were author’s life, historical background and social condition. The 

writer concluded that the intrinsic elements are dominant elements in novel. The 

implication of this study to the TEFL is that the values inside the novel could be used 

for students to learn moral and educational values. The teacher can teach English 

using literature work as their teaching materials. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 This chapter presents (1) background of the study, (2) problems of the study, 

(3) limitation of the problems, (4) formulation of the problems, (5) objectives of the 

study, and (6) significance of the study 

1.1 Background of the Study 

 Literature is a work that comes from our heart and our creative mind which 

can make the person expresses what he feels freely. Literature consists of elements of 

human life. It can be entertainment and inspiration. By literature, someone knows the 

other way of life. According to Al-Ma’ruf (2009) literary works are the result of 

literary creations through contemplation and reflection after witnessing various 

phenomena of life in their social environment (p.1). it means that literary works are 

the product from our mind based on the observations of life’s events which occurred 

in the society.  

 Meanwhile, Bonn (2010) defines that literature as any written or spoken 

material, but the term most often refers to creative works. Literature includes poetry, 

drama, fiction, and many kinds of non-fiction writing, as well as oral, dramatic and 

broadcast compositions, not necessarily preserved in a written format, such as films 

and television programs (p.93). In brief, a literature includes fiction and non-fiction 

which can be described not only in written format but also in spoken. Moreover, 

Kuiper (2012) states that novel is a genre of fiction, and fiction may be defined as the 
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art or craft of contriving, through the written word, representations of human life that 

instruct or divert or both (p.1). In brief, novel is an art which describes human life 

through written word. Novel is the famous fiction and popular literary form in the 

world because it always contains valuable experience that can inspire and motivate 

the reader through imaginative artistic way.  

 In addition, Abrams (2009) states that the term “novel” is now applied to a 

great variety of writings that have in common only the attribute of being extended 

works of fiction written in prose (p.226). In other words, novel is the combination of 

the author’s experiences life and the imagination. All of the aspects of life will be 

presented in novel.  

 From the stated explanations, it can be concluded that literature is an artistic 

work in written and spoken material includes fiction and non-fiction that  can increase 

someone’s knowledge of the other way of life and also can give much of 

entertainment, inspiration, motivation and information. The one of major types of 

literary works particularly in fiction is novel. The writer realizes that some people 

frequently like reading to spend their time. Moreover, novel is considered as one of 

the most popular literary readings that everyone knows and it contains some intrinsic 

and extrinsic elements of human life.  Therefore, in this research, the writer analyzed 

instrinsic and extrinsic elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel, Me Before You. 

 The novel of Me Before You written by Jojo Moyes is number one New York 

times bestselling author. The novel contains a love story and family story but above 
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all it is a story of the bravery and sustained effort needed to redirect the path of a life. 

Not only contains romance but it shows the hardships within the adult working life 

and how life can change at any moment. Moyes writing flows easily but also gives a 

lot of detail which help the readers put themselves into the story and relate towards 

how the characters feel and what they are experiencing. The novel encourages the 

readers to feel what life is offering and to empathize and cherish this life. It inspires 

to anyone who loves a realistic romance and a beautiful story about humanity and the 

troubles of life. Therefore, this novel is interesting to be analyzed especially in terms 

of intrinsic and extrinsic elements.  

 As a popular literary work, novel is not only to read for pleasure but also for 

knowledge. One of the famous novels that is written by Jojo Moyes, Me Before You 

will be analyzed by the researcher. The novel Me Before You was first published in 

2012 in the United Kingdom by Michael Joseph. There are many characters in this 

novel, Louisa Clark, William Traynor, Camilla Traynor, Steven Traynor, Katrina 

Clark, Patrick, Nathan, Bernard Clark, Josie Clark, Alicia, Georgina Traynor, Rupert, 

and Thomas Clark. 

 The novel tells the story about Louisa Clark who unfortunately lost her job at 

café and is seeking a new one. She takes available job in her small town as care 

worker for a quadriplegic man, Will Traynor who became paralyzed after motorcycle 

accident. When Louisa enters his life as her new career, she brings a new light to his 

life. After six-month waiting period is almost over, Lou takes him on vacation in a 
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final to convince him to life because Will commits to suicide. She plans a trip to 

California, but it is impossible as Will becomes sick.  

Finally, they visit Mauritius until Will asks Lou to accompany him to 

Switzerland for his schedule death but Lou reacts angrily and refusing to go to 

Switzerland. After returning the trip, Lou is distraught when she returns home. 

Suddenly, she receives a message from Will’s mother, Camilla, begging her to come 

to Switzerland. Lou having realized that she wants to see Will before he dies. When 

she arrives in Switzerland and has a final conversation with Will in which they 

express their love for one another. Before his death, Will writes a letter for Lou but 

she must be opened while she is in a Paris cafe. Through his letter, Will hopes that 

Lou can live well. 

Many people read the novel only for pleasure purposes, they do not 

understand intrinsic and extrinsic elements inside like plot, characters, theme, setting, 

moral values, author’s life, historical background, cultural background and social 

background. Therefore, the writer was interested in conducting a research, “An 

Analysis of Intrinsic and Extrinsic Elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel, Me Before You”. 

1.2 Problems of the Study 

1.2.1 Limitation of the Problems 

 In order to avoid misunderstanding because of the broadness of the problems, 

the writer limited the problems as follows: 
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1. The intrinsic and extrinsic elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel Me Before You 

2. The dominant elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel Me before You 

1.2.2 Formulation of the Problems 

 In this research, the writer formulated the problems on the following 

questions, as follows: 

1. What are the intrinsic and extrinsic elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel Me Before 

You? 

2. What are the dominant elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel Me Before You? 

1.3 Objectives of the Study 

 In order to find the final research easily, the objectives in this research as 

follows: 

1. To find out the intrinsic and extrinsic elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel Me Before 

You 

2. To find out the dominant elements in Jojo Moyes’ novel Me Before You 

1.4 Significance of the Study 

 Hopefully, the results of this research are expected to give some meaningful 

contributions not only for the writer but also for the teaching English as a foreign 

language, as follows: 

 



6 
 

 
 

1) For The Students 

It is expected that the research can help the students learn and understand the 

components of literary works easily especially the intrinsic and extrinsic of the 

novel Me Before You. 

2) For The Teachers 

It is expected that the research can be a guidance for the teachers of English in 

teaching English literature and moral values to students. Moreover, it becomes a 

reference in analyzing the elements of novel by the techniques that used in this 

research. 

3) For The Researcher 

By conducting this research, it is expected that the writer can increase her 

knowledge on the literary analysis especially the intrinsic and extrinsic elements 

of novel Me Before You. 

4) For The Readers 

By this research, the readers can get knowledge about literary components 

especially intrinsic and extrinsic elements. 
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